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A JOINT RESOLUTION naming the bridge in Lyon County on Kentucky Route 453 that crosses the Barkley Canal.

WHEREAS, in the early 1960's, the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers were impounded to create Kentucky Lake and Lake Barkley, resulting in the formation of a 170,000 acre inland peninsula that was designated by President John F. Kennedy as the Land Between The Lakes National Recreation Area; and

WHEREAS, the creation of the Land Between The Lakes National Recreation Area has led to the region enjoying a $600 million dollar tourism industry, with an average of two million visitors each year who come from all across the United States, as well as 30 foreign countries; and

WHEREAS, while no one disputes the economic benefits Land Between The Lakes has brought to West Kentucky, the impoundment of the land itself resulted in the forced eviction of many families who had lived in the area for generations; and

WHEREAS, prior to the creation of the Land Between The Lakes, the area was locally known as "between the rivers"; and

WHEREAS, between the rivers was home to many families with ties back to the Revolutionary War; and

WHEREAS, these families were not only farmers but worked in the one of the seventeen iron furnaces that operated between the rivers; and

WHEREAS, the Center Furnace and the Great Western Iron Furnace that operated between the rivers are now on the National Register of Historic Places, as is the site of a major Civil War battle known as Fort Henry; and

WHEREAS, the contributions of the generations of Kentuckians that lived between the rivers are immeasurable; and

WHEREAS, it is only fitting that the state recognize the sacrifices of, and the difficulties faced by, the individuals and families who lost their ancestral homes in the creation of Land Between The Lakes;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall name the bridge in Lyon County located on Kentucky Route 453 which crosses Barkley Canal (Bridge Number B00020) the "Between the Rivers Memorial Bridge."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs at each approach to the bridge in Lyon County located on Kentucky Route 453 which crosses Barkley Canal (Bridge Number B00020) that read "Between the Rivers Memorial Bridge."
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