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A JOINT RESOLUTION renaming the Paris By-Pass in Bourbon County.

WHEREAS, the term "thoroughbred" describes a breed of horse whose ancestry traces back to three foundation sires -- the Darley Arabian, the Godolphin Arabian, and the Byerly Turk; and

WHEREAS, known for their beauty and grace, thoroughbreds are also renowned around the world as a breed that can carry weight with sustained speed over extended distances; and

WHEREAS, thoroughbreds are recognized for their superior breeding and over three hundred years have proven their excellence at the race track; and

WHEREAS, as racing was rapidly expanding across North America, Colonel Sanders D. Bruce, a Kentuckian who had spent almost a lifetime researching the pedigrees of American thoroughbreds, published the first volume of The American StudBook in 1873; and

WHEREAS, some of the thoroughbred champions of the twentieth century include Colin, Exterminator, Man o' War, Count Fleet, Citation, Native Dancer, Kelso, Secretariat, Forego, Seattle Slew, Affirmed, and Cigar; and

WHEREAS, Cigar currently is a resident of the Kentucky Horse Park's Hall of Champions; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Horse Park houses the National Horse Center which is a collection of top equine management associations and organizations that believe Kentucky is the ideal setting for their national and state offices; and

WHEREAS, because of Kentucky's rich and proud tradition of breeding and raising some of the finest thoroughbreds that have ever raced in the sport, the Kentucky Horse Park was the only site in the United States during the summer of 2000 that was selected to house the exhibit "Imperial China: The Art of the Horse in Chinese History" -- an exhibit that contained over 350 artifacts valued at more than $100 million dollars and which drew over 200,000 visitors; and

WHEREAS, the thoroughbred industry is a cornerstone of Kentucky's economy, as well as of the Commonwealth's history;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is directed to rename the Paris By-Pass in Bourbon County the "Thoroughbred Run."

Section 2.   The Transportation Cabinet shall, within thirty days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect signs on the Paris By-Pass that read "Thoroughbred Run."
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