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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Department of Education with the assistance of the Department for Technical Education to develop educational strategies to meet the needs of students until they graduate from high school.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky continues to struggle with a high rate of students who drop out of school before graduating; and

WHEREAS, the reasons students drop out of school are varied, but one clear reason is that many students are not challenged by the traditional curriculum and need instruction that will meet their learning styles; and

WHEREAS, it is critical that the schools meet their responsibilities to teach and prepare all students to be successful and responsible adult citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   By January 1, 2004, the Department of Education, with the assistance of the Department for Technical Education, shall develop a comprehensive plan to identify issues, strategies, models, and resources to assist school districts in serving all students until graduation, including but not limited to the following:

(a)
Alternative delivery systems for the high school curriculum and strategies for meeting the diverse learning needs of students, including applied and interdisciplinary strategies and work-place learning;

(b)
Individual Graduation Plans that include a career, technical, or academic concentration to assure that students are prepared for transitioning to the next level of schooling or work; 

(c)
Community, student engagement, and family support systems;

(d)
Performance-based and dual enrollment credit opportunities;

(e)
Career and technical education and occupational specific education;

(f)
Strengthened applied and interdisciplinary courses and apprenticeship programs; and

(g)
GED preparation programs.

The Department of Education shall seek the advice of the Administrative Office of the Courts, the Council on Postsecondary Education, the Cabinet for Families and Children, the Center on School Safety, the Department for Adult Education and Literacy, the Department for Technical Education, the Department for Juvenile Justice, the Education Professional Standards Board, the Kentucky Community and Technical College System, and parent and education advocacy groups in the development of the plan.

Section 2.   By January 1, 2004, each local district, working in cooperation with the school-based decision making councils of its middle and high schools, and seeking the advice of parents and community agencies and organizations, shall revise the comprehensive school and district improvement plans to provide academic and support services to meet the needs of students until graduation. The district and school plans shall be presented to the local board of education for review and comment.

Section 3.   The Department of Education shall report its progress toward fulfilling the requirements of this resolution to the Interim Joint Committee on Education no later than October 1, 2003.
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