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A JOINT RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to reform the Medicare program to cover prescription drugs.

WHEREAS, the use of new and improved prescription drugs has changed the delivery of health care in the United States since Medicare was enacted, and the use of prescription drugs improves the quality of care and helps patients live healthier, longer, and more productive lives while keeping them out of more costly acute care settings; and

WHEREAS, coverage for prescription drugs under Medicare is inadequate for most beneficiaries and nonexistent for approximately one-third of the beneficiaries; and

WHEREAS, cancer is a leading cause of morbidity and mortality in the state of Kentucky and throughout the nation, and it is disproportionately a disease of the elderly who are dependent on the Medicare program for the provision of health care; and

WHEREAS, treatment with anti-cancer drugs is the cornerstone of modern cancer care, and elderly cancer patients must have access to potentially life-extending drug therapies, but the Medicare program's coverage of drugs is limited to drugs that are not usually self-administered by the patients; and

WHEREAS, the nation’s investment in biomedical research has begun to bear fruit with a compelling array of new drug therapies, including oral anti-cancer drugs, that are less toxic, more effective, and more cost-effective than existing therapies but they are not covered by Medicare; and

WHEREAS, the lack of coverage of these important new products leaves many Medicare beneficiaries with substantial out-of-pocket costs and puts them at risk of suffering from blood-related cancers like leukemia, lymphoma, and myeloma, as well as cancers of the breast, lung, and prostate; and

WHEREAS, Congress’ failure to enact comprehensive reform of Medicare to include a drug benefit makes the program inadequate in providing therapies to cancer patients, the elderly, and the disabled; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky, like many other states, struggles to meet the needs of the Medicare population because there are few resources and we are experiencing severe budget constraints and these circumstances have the effect of restricting and limiting patient access to needed prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, the private sector provides affordable coverage by negotiating discounts, and meets the needs of special populations by coordinating care with disease management that includes drug utilization review and patient education programs, and these efforts reduce medical errors; and

WHEREAS, comprehensive reform of the Medicare program utilizing the successful tools of the private sector in coordinating care for this population and using the marketplace to foster competition among private plans would result in more choices for quality coverage for seniors and the disabled while maintaining the financial sustainability of the Medicare program; and

WHEREAS, certain members of the United States Congress have recognized the necessity of Medicare coverage for anti-cancer drugs and have introduced legislation (H.R. 1624; S. 913) in the 107th Congress to achieve that result;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly respectfully urges the Congress of the United States to reform the Medicare program and adopt legislation requiring the Medicare program to cover prescription drugs, including all oral anti-cancer drugs.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Joint Resolution to the President of the United States, each member of the United States Congress, the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services, and the Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
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