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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of William K. "Kenny" Rapier and authorizing the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Director of the Legislative Research Commission to place a memorial plaque on House chamber seat 79.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to our colleague and friend, William K. "Kenny" Rapier, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Kenny Rapier was born on September 20, 1936, and he traversed these earthly bounds on August 5, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Rapier was the loving son of the late Cecil and Catherine Boone Rapier, and he was also preceded in death by a loving sister, Ann Marks; he was the loving husband of 43 years to Norma G. Rapier; he was the adored father of two sons, Nicky Rapier and Ken Rapier, both of Bardstown, and a loving daughter, Regina Beckman of Louisville; and he was the proud grandfather of eight grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Rapier served his country with pride and distinction in the United States Army; and he was a graduate of Bellarmine College; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Rapier was an esteemed member of the Nelson County community where he was an outstanding citizen and successful businessman in Bardstown; he served on the Bardstown City School Board and he served on the BIDC Board for 18 years; and he was a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Prichard Committee, and the American Legion Post 121; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Rapier served his constituents from the 50th Representative District for 17 years with pride and honesty, he demonstrated his exceptional leadership abilities while serving as Majority Whip, and he will perhaps best be remembered as both a key author and advocate of the Kentucky Education Reform Act and as instrumental in obtaining the votes for the tax increases that funded it; and during his tenure in the House of Representatives, he was a trusted emissary between the House and Senate members; and when he was appointed Commissioner of the Department of Parks in June 1997, he continued being a liaison with his former colleagues, and during his tenure as Parks Commissioner he oversaw improvements and expansion at several park facilities, including My Old Kentucky Home State Park in Bardstown where the golf course is named for him; and

WHEREAS, when this honorable body reflects upon the memory of Kenny Rapier, it is with fond recollection that we remember him not only for his many legislative accomplishments and the friendships he made and sustained through the years, but also his compassion for and understanding of the common man which he demonstrated daily throughout his life; and

WHEREAS, Kenny Rapier was a devout parishioner of St. Joseph's Proto-Cathedral in Bardstown where his funeral Mass was held on August 8, 2002, and because of his immeasurable contributions to the citizens of this great Commonwealth, his body lay in state in the Capitol Rotunda on August 6, 2002; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Kenny Rapier has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of our friend and colleague, William K. "Kenny" Rapier, and extends to his family and many friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives recognizes former State Representative William K. "Kenny" Rapier for his honesty and integrity, and we hereby authorize the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Director of the Legislative Research Commission to place a memorial plaque in his honor upon House chamber seat 79.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of William K. "Kenny" Rapier.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Norma G. Rapier, 115 Parkview Drive, Bardstown, Kentucky 40204.
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