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A RESOLUTION urging the Legislative Research Commission to assign the issue of health insurance coverage for infertility to either the Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance or the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare during the 2003 interim.

WHEREAS, infertility is the abnormal functioning of the reproductive systems of both men and women; and

WHEREAS, approximately 6.1 million Americans are affected by some form of infertility; and

WHEREAS, approximately 15 percent of women of childbearing age in the United States receive some form of assistance for fertility problems; and

WHEREAS, more than 28,000 American babies were born in 1998 as the result of assisted reproductive technology; and

WHEREAS, common methods of infertility treatment include various insemination techniques and hormone therapy to stimulate egg production; and

WHEREAS, the cost of infertility treatment is beyond the economic means of the majority of American families; and

WHEREAS, nine states require insurance companies to cover infertility treatment; and

WHEREAS, five states require insurance companies to offer coverage for infertility treatment; and

WHEREAS, offering a comprehensive infertility treatment benefit plan with appropriate utilization controls may actually reduce infertility costs and improve outcomes by eliminating unnecessary, repetitive, costly, and ultimately unsuccessful infertility treatments by replacing them with well-managed, cost effective treatments that are more likely to result in positive outcomes;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives urges the Legislative Research Commission to assign the issue of health insurance for infertility to either the Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance or the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare for study. The study may include but not be limited to the following:

(1)
An analysis of the insurance laws of other states that cover infertility, the differences in these laws, and the limitations on coverage;

(2)
The effect on health insurance premiums if premiums were to include infertility treatments;

(3)
The advantages and disadvantages of providing health insurance coverage for infertility; and

(4)
Recommendations for health insurance coverage of infertility in Kentucky.

Section 2.   If assigned the issue of health insurance for infertility, the Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance or the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare is urged to submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission no later than November 1, 2003.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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