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A RESOLUTION urging the Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance to study the feasibility of establishing a system of reporting and analyzing health care errors.

WHEREAS, in 1999, the Institute of Medicine released a report entitled "To Err Is Human" that described medical errors as the eighth leading cause of death in the United States, with as many as 98,000 people dying as a result of medical errors each year; and

WHEREAS, to address these deaths and injuries due to medical errors, it is crucial that the health care system identify and learn from these errors so that systems of care can be improved; and

WHEREAS, the research on patient safety unequivocally calls for a learning environment, where providers will feel safe to report health care errors, in order to improve patient safety; and

WHEREAS, voluntary data gathering systems are more supportive than mandatory systems in creating the learning environment; and

WHEREAS, promising patient safety reporting systems have been established throughout the United States, and the best ways to structure and use these systems are currently being determined, largely through projects funded by the federal Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality; and

WHEREAS, many organizations currently collecting patient safety information have expressed a need for protections that will allow them to review protected information so that they may collaborate in the development and implementation of patient safety improvement strategies; and

WHEREAS, currently, the Commonwealth does not have adequate protections to allow the sharing of information to promote patient safety;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Banking and Insurance is urged to conduct a study to:

(1)
Explore the feasibility of establishing a system of reporting and analyzing health care errors;

(2)
Identify the best ways to structure the collecting of patient safety information in the Commonwealth;

(3)
Identify the protections that would be necessary to allow organizations to collect patient safety information and encourage health care providers to report health care errors;

(4)
Identify the potential benefits of reporting health care errors, analyzing this data, and disseminating aggregate findings to health care providers on the quality of health care, the cost of health care, and the cost of medical malpractice insurance; and

(5)
Determine whether health care error reporting should be mandatory or voluntary.

The Department of Insurance is requested to assist in the study by using its expertise, at the direction of and in consultation with the committee, particularly as it relates to medical malpractice insurance.

Section 2.   The Committee is urged to submit a final report to the Legislative Research Commission no later than November 1, 2003.
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