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A RESOLUTION honoring and proclaiming the years 2003 through 2006 as Kentucky's Bicentennial Commemoration of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

WHEREAS, President Thomas Jefferson sent a letter on January 18, 1803, to the United States Congress requesting funds for an expedition to explore the western territories and find a route to the Pacific Ocean; and

WHEREAS, President Jefferson chose Meriwether Lewis who selected Captain William Clark of Louisville, Kentucky as his partner to lead this great expedition; and

WHEREAS, Meriwether Lewis left Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in August 1803 and traveled down the Ohio River, stopping in Maysville and Big Bone Lick before arriving at the Falls of the Ohio; and

WHEREAS, Meriwether Lewis met William Clark in Louisville on October 14, 1803, thus forming one of the most famous partnerships in history; and

WHEREAS, one half of the expedition's members were from or had ties to Kentucky, including the nucleus of the Corps of Discovery, the men known throughout history as the "Nine Young Men from Kentucky," that enlisted at the Falls of the Ohio and became the first permanent members of the expedition; and

WHEREAS, York, William Clark's slave, who was an important member of the expedition and contributed significantly to its success, became the first African-American to cross what is today the United States coast to coast; and

WHEREAS, from 1803 to 1806, the Corps of Discovery successfully traveled from Louisville to the Pacific Ocean, mapping the geography of the territory; studying and collecting specimens of plants, animals, and minerals they encountered; and serving as emissaries of the United States to the American Indians and encountering the good will of the native tribes; and

WHEREAS, the group returned to Louisville on November 5, 1806, and celebrated the success of the expedition with the Clark family at Locust Grove, a site which today is the only surviving Lewis and Clark expedition-related structure west of the Appalachians; and

WHEREAS, the Lewis and Clark Expedition was one of the most significant events in the history of the United States and still ranks as one of our most heroic feats, as well as one of mankind's most dramatic explorations;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby proclaim the years of 2003 through 2006 as Kentucky's Bicentennial Commemoration of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and urges all citizens of the Commonwealth to join together to commemorate this significant event in United States history and to honor the contributions that Captain William Clark, York, and the other Kentuckians made to the success of this epic journey.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Ms. Karla Nicholson, Kentucky Historical Society, Old State Capitol Annex, P. O. Box 1792, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-1792; and to Mr. Jim Holmberg, Chairman of the Kentucky Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Commission, Filson Historical Society, 1310 South Third Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40208.
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