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A RESOLUTION urging the Governor of Ohio, the Director of the Department of Job and Family Services, and the Deputy Director of Ohio Health Plans to reconsider their decision to place OxyContin on the Medicaid preferred drug list.

WHEREAS, OxyContin is a controlled release formulation of OxyCodone, a Schedule II narcotic, which is intended to treat chronic moderate to severe pain when a continuous, potent, around-the-clock narcotic pain reliever is needed over an extended period of time; and

WHEREAS, OxyContin is a highly abused and addictive substance, and contrary to its intended use, many abusers crush OxyContin tablets to negate the controlled release effect of the drug which allows the abuser to swallow, snort, or inject the drug for a powerful heroin-like high; and

WHEREAS, since the introduction of OxyContin, the number of prescriptions dispensed increased to 5,800,000 in 2000, becoming the number one prescribed Schedule II narcotic in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the abuse of OxyContin seems to have began in rural areas of Appalachia and continues to spread into urban areas; and

WHEREAS, the lives of thousands of Kentuckians have been devastated by OxyContin abuse, and according to the National Association of Medical Examiners, as of November 1, 2001, 117 deaths in 31 states were verified as OxyContin related, and an additional 179 deaths were likely related to OxyContin; and

WHEREAS, according to the Kentucky State Medical Examiner's Office, 208 deaths related to OxyCodone occurred in Kentucky during years 2000, 2001, and 2002; and

WHEREAS, one 80 milligram tablet of OxyContin can bring as much as $80 on the street; and

WHEREAS, illegal acts by physicians and pharmacists are the primary sources of diverted drugs available on the illicit market; and

WHEREAS, because of the diversion and abuse of OxyContin in several states, including Kentucky, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania which border Ohio, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has strengthened the warning and precautions sections in the labeling of OxyContin; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky has invested nearly $4,000,000 into a prescription monitoring program for OxyContin and other narcotics; and

WHEREAS, according to the Office of National Drug Control Policy, there is a growing trend for Kentuckians to travel across state borders to purchase illicit drugs from states, such as Ohio, that do not have drug monitoring programs available; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Medicaid program requires prior authorization for OxyContin and similar narcotics; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Medicaid program's direct expenditures for OxyContin has held steady at approximately $3,500,000 for the last two calendar years which was due in part to prior authorization, thus forcing those who seek the drug for inappropriate reasons to obtain the drug by other means other than the Medicaid program; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky Medicaid recipients crossing the border into Ohio to more easily obtain OxyContin will result in addicted and increasingly unhealthy patients receiving medical care covered by the Kentucky Medicaid program, thus resulting in a financial strain on medical and social programs in Kentucky and unnecessary human suffering; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid recipients crossing over the border of Ohio to obtain OxyContin could result in sicker patients receiving treatment under the Kentucky Medicaid program, resulting in increased human suffering and increased costs; and

WHEREAS, to combat the terrible drug problem facing the nation, it is important that states, particularly those that border one another, collaborate to identify strategies to deter the diversion of prescription drugs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives respectfully urges the state of Ohio to reconsider the decision to place OxyContin on the Medicaid preferred drug list.

Section 2.   The Kentucky House of Representatives expresses its concern that access to OxyContin without prior authorization could lead to further drug diversion, which would lead to human suffering and increased health care costs.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of the Resolution to Governor Bob Taft, Tom Hayes, Director of Job and Family Services, and Barbara Coulter Edwards, Deputy Director of Ohio Health Plans.
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