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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of John H. Clarke Jr.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to John H. Clarke Jr., and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, John H. Clarke Jr. was born on September 29, 1918, a native of Maysville, Mason County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 9, 2003; and

WHEREAS, John H. Clarke Jr. was the loving son of the late John H. and Thelma Kirk Clarke; he was the devoted husband of 60 years to Sarah Elizabeth Loyd Clarke; he was the loving father of four sons, James L. Clarke, J. Kirk Clarke, Thomas R. Clarke, and Robert A. Clarke, all of Maysville; he was the proud grandfather of ten grandchildren and six great-grandchildren; and he also leaves behind two loving sisters, Minkie C. Denham of Maysville and Mary Fox C. Legg of Henderson, North Carolina, and several cousins, nieces, and nephews; and

WHEREAS, John H. Clarke Jr. excelled in academics; he attended Maysville Public Schools, where he skipped eighth grade, received scholarship recognition for each year seventh through twelfth, and graduated from Maysville High School at age 16 in 1935; he attended Columbia Military Academy in Columbia, Tennessee, where he placed first in his post-graduate class and was offered automatic placement to Annapolis, but because he had lost an arm in a hunting accident at age 14, he was not eligible; he received degrees from the University of Kentucky College of Economics and the University of Kentucky College of Law and, while in college, he was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity and Beta Gamma Sigma, and he was elected to ODK, a national scholastic honor society of which he was president his senior year; and

WHEREAS, John H. Clarke Jr. was an esteemed member of the Mason County community, where he was a devout member of Trinity United Methodist Church; he practiced law since 1942, founded Clarke Insurance Agency, and was a farmer; and

WHEREAS, John H. Clarke Jr. was an active and involved citizen; he served on the board of directors of the Maysville-Mason County Area Chamber of Commerce for 39 years, and his main objectives were the establishment of the Fleming-Mason Airport and, with Dr. M. B. Denham, Maysville Community College; he served on the board of directors for the Maysville Utility Commission for 35 years, during which time the commission extended lines for commercial development and built a sewer treatment plant; he was the eldest member of the Maysville Rotary Club with 60 years of membership, he served on the board of directors of the Tom Browning Boys and Girls Club; and he was honored most recently with a Governor's Economic Development Leadership Award, of which he was one of three Kentuckians to receive the award for 2002; and

WHEREAS, John H. Clarke Jr. served his constituents from the 65th representative district with pride and distinction in the House of Representatives from 1944-46; he served as Mason County attorney for two terms, as Mason County master commissioner for 18 years, and he also served as a special circuit judge; and

WHEREAS, the passing of John H. Clarke Jr. has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of John H. Clarke Jr., and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of John H. Clarke Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth Loyd Clarke, 401 West Second Street, Maysville, Kentucky 41056.
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