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A RESOLUTION encouraging the proud crew of the CA-28 USS Louisville to hold their 2006 reunion in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the citizens of the Commonwealth are proud to have a 9,050 ton heavy cruiser battleship named after the Commonwealth's largest city; and

WHEREAS, the USS Louisville was commissioned in 1931, serving in various waters until the outbreak of World War II; and

WHEREAS, The USS Louisville fought valiantly during World War II, withstanding two hits by Kamikaze suicide planes in January, 1945, only to be hit by another Kamikaze in June of the same year; and

WHEREAS, after a long and distinguished career, the USS Louisville was decommissioned in 1946, and remained in the Navy Reserve Fleet until September, 1959; and

WHEREAS, the courageous crew members of the USS Louisville regularly hold reunions to meet old friends and to recall the colorful history of their mighty battleship; and

WHEREAS, there could be a no more fitting site for a USS Louisville reunion than the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the state which claims the USS Louisville as its own;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky extends a warm welcome to the crew of the USS Louisville, and invites these proud sailors to hold their 2006 Reunion in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   In addition to the warm Kentucky hospitality that would be extended to the reunion participants, they could take advantage of the opportunity to view the ship's bell of the USS Louisville which is on display in Dougherty Hall of the Military Science Department of the University of Louisville.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Kentucky House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the contact person for the USS Louisville reunion organization, Mr. Glenn Garnhart, P.O. Box 152, Stillman Valley, IL 61084-0152, and to Kentucky crew member Lewis Claxon, RR 3, Grayson, Kentucky 41143.
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