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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Wallace G. Wilkinson.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Wallace G. Wilkinson, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Wallace G. Wilkinson was born on December 12, 1941, a native of Casey County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on July 5, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Wallace G. Wilkinson was the loving son of the late Hershel and Cleo Wilkinson; he was the devoted husband of Martha Carol Stafford Wilkinson; and he was the loving father of two sons, Wallace G. "Glenn" Wilkinson Jr. and Andrew Wilkinson; and

WHEREAS, Wallace G. Wilkinson came from humble beginnings; he frequently went with his father on road trips near Liberty to sell staples or swap them for eggs, chickens, butter, fruits, and vegetables; during his youth, he also delivered newspapers, he sold popcorn from a machine in front of the Casey County News, and with a boyhood friend, he owned a shoeshine shop; and

WHEREAS, Wallace G. Wilkinson attended Campbellsville College and the University of Kentucky, and while a student at the university, he started a secondhand book business; in 1965, he borrowed $20,000 and converted The Paperback Gallery into Wallace's College Book Company, which specialized in used textbooks, and it was this company that became the cornerstone of his business empire; he was a successful businessman for many years, and his interests included coal, banking, farming, and real estate; his major Lexington real estate projects included Park Plaza Apartments, the Quality Place office building on Main Street, and the Executive Park retail office complex on Winchester Road; and in Frankfort, he also developed the hotel now known as the Holiday Inn Capital Plaza; and

WHEREAS, Wallace G. Wilkinson was sworn in as Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in 1987, and during his term in office, he moved elementary and secondary education forward as a result of the Kentucky Education Reform Act; he was known as the father of the Kentucky Lottery; he was instrumental in bringing economic development and ambitious road building to rural Kentucky; during his administration, the incentive package for the Delta Airlines hub at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport was implemented; he revitalized other long-underfunded programs, such as corrections, health care, and higher education; and he had great success with the "Martha's Army" program headed by his wife, Martha, which helped many Kentuckians earn their GEDs; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Wallace G. Wilkinson has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Wallace G. Wilkinson, and extends to his family its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Wallace G. Wilkinson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Martha Wilkinson, 2723 Martinique Lane, Lexington, Kentucky 40509.
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