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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of James T. Newman upon his retirement as Director of the Paintsville and Johnson County Emergency Management Agency.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special Kentuckians who have enriched the lives of so many people; and

WHEREAS, James T. Newman graduated from Paintsville High School in 1945, he graduated from Thomas More College in 1951 with a degree in Biology and Chemistry, and he later studied bacteriology at the University of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, James T. Newman served his country with pride and distinction in the United States Navy, where he served on the USS Keokuk-AKN4 (Fleet Net Layer) and the USS LSM175 (Troop Transport Landing Ship); and

WHEREAS, James T. Newman was appointed Disaster Chairman for the Johnson County Red Cross in 1955, he was appointed Director of Civil Defense for the City of Paintsville and Johnson County in 1956, after which time he was appointed Director of the Paintsville and Johnson County Emergency Management Agency; and

WHEREAS, through the years, James T. Newman has faced many disasters in the Paintsville and Johnson County communities, where he coordinated activities for floods during 1957, 1963, 1967, 1977, and 1984; and his invaluable service to his community is beyond measure and will have lasting impact; and

WHEREAS, to mention only a few of his recognitions, the Paintsville Rotary Club and the City of Paintsville applauded him for his excellent skills in coordinating flood activities; he was awarded a Certificate of Merit from the United States Civil Defense Council in 1961, and later was the council's representative for the State of Kentucky; he was awarded a Certificate of Merit from the Mayor of Louisville for his assistance in organizing the Louisville and Jefferson County Civil Defense Program; he was the recipient of the 1965 Kiwanian of the Year Award by the Paintsville Kiwanis Club; and he was awarded the Richard S. Funck Memorial Award in 1972 from the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency for his dedication, leadership, and highly visible efforts in civil preparedness; in 1975, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Award from the Paintsville Kiwanis Club; he was awarded a certificate of appreciation from the United States Army Corps of Engineers for his efforts in evacuating the residents of Staffordsville and Paintsville during the cofferdam failure scare at Paintsville Lake in 1978; he was awarded the 1979 Citizen of the Year Award by Beta Sigma Phi Sorority of Paintsville; and he was the recipient of a certificate of completion by the United States Army Chemical Center and School at Fort McClellan, Alabama, for completing the prestigious Public Health and Medical Chemical and Biological Defense course; and

WHEREAS, in 1983, James T. Newman was inducted into the Paintsville High School Life Honor Roll, and in 1993, he was inducted into the Dr. Jack Carey Hall of Fame for his efforts in helping to develop and teach emergency medical training programs to hundreds of students in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, on April 28, 1964, James T. Newman received a letter of appreciation from the White House thanking him for coordinating the security and other logistics for President Lyndon B. Johnson's trip to Paintsville and the eastern Kentucky area; on January 23, 1968, he received a letter of commendation from Governor Louie B. Nunn for his response to the December 1967 Silver Bridge Collapse at Point Pleasant, West Virginia, and on June 10, 1970, he received another letter from the White House in which President Richard M. Nixon commended him for his exceptional service to the public; and

WHEREAS, James T. Newman has exemplified dedication, professionalism, and high standards, while demonstrating extraordinary vision and leadership during times of peril and danger in his community; and

WHEREAS, James T. Newman retired as Director of the Paintsville and Johnson County Emergency Management Agency on December 31, 2002;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body applauds and congratulates James T. Newman upon his many achievements during his long and successful career, during which his acts of caring and compassion have brought light and inspiration to so many lives. We wish to him immeasurable success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of James T. Newman.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Hubert Collins for presentation to James T. Newman.
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