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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Rosemary Clooney.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Rosemary Clooney, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney was born on May 23, 1928, a native of Maysville, Mason County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on June 29, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney was the loving daughter of the late Andrew Clooney and Frances Guilfoyle Clooney Stone, she was the devoted wife of Dante DiPaolo, and she was the adored mother of five children, Miguel, Maria, Gabriel, Monsita, and Rafael, and she was the proud grandmother of ten grandchildren; she was the loving sister of Betty Clooney, who preceded her in passing; she was the loving sister of Nick Clooney and his wife Nina Warren Clooney, and she was the loving sister of Gail Darley; and she had a very special love for her nieces and nephews, Ada Zeidler, George Clooney, Carri Leary, Cathy Muckle, Carlos Campo, Christina Stretz, and Mica Darley; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney and her sister Betty began their singing careers in Maysville, where they would sing on street corners, and at school, church, and charitable events, eventually singing professionally on WLW radio in Cincinnati in 1945, and, thereafter, "The Clooney Sisters" made their debut with Tony Pastor's Orchestra at the Steel Pier in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in 1947; in 1949, Rosemary headed for New York City where she sang on radio and early television shows, and recorded with Columbia Records; and later, in 1951, the recording of "Come on-a My House" brought her stardom and a contract with Paramount Pictures where she starred in musicals, including "The Stars Are Singing," which held its premiere showing in Maysville's Russell Theater on January 28, 1953, and where, during this time, a parade was held and a street leading to Maysville's railroad depot was named "Rosemary Clooney Street" in her honor; and other musicals which followed included "Here Come the Girls," with Bob Hope, "Red Garters," and "White Christmas" with Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye; and

WHEREAS, in 1976, Rosemary Clooney joined Bing Crosby in his 50th anniversary tour which led to a successful comeback in her career, a new record contract, and many singing engagements; Rosemary's single recording "Hey There" was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 1999, and through the years, she was the recipient of numerous awards, among the most recent, she was honored during the Grammy Awards with the Lifetime Achievement Award, and in 1995, she received an Emmy Award nomination for guest actress in a drama series for her role on "ER" with her nephew George Clooney; and she was recently inducted into the inaugural class of the Kentucky Music Hall of Fame and Museum; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of its love for and appreciation of Rosemary Clooney, the City of Maysville held its first Rosemary Clooney Music Festival in 1999, and benefits from the festival provided for the restoration of the Russell Theater; the festival has become an annual event in Maysville, and even though Rosemary will not be in attendance at future festivals, her spirit will be felt by the crowds; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney delighted in entertaining audiences, and her wit and wonderful sense of humor added to the enhancement of her performances; her warm and beautiful voice entertained millions throughout her musical career with such songs as "Hey There," "Come on-a My House," "Count Your Blessings," "Everything Happens to Me," "How Long Has This Been Going On," and "I've Got a Crush on You," to mention only a few, and her impeccable rhythm and unique style led to her association with artists such as Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, and Bing Crosby; her commitment and dedication to excellence in the field of music and entertainment, and the devotion she had for her countless fans was demonstrated daily; and

WHEREAS, what endeared Rosemary Clooney most to Kentuckians was that she never forgot her roots and always displayed her love for the folks in her home town, and this love was returned by her friends and family and fans through the years, both during her many visits back home and while she was away; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Rosemary Clooney has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Rosemary Clooney, and extends to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   We have lost a native daughter and a friend, and our grief from her loss is great. The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Rosemary Clooney brought to the Commonwealth of Kentucky will never be forgotten, and her influence will continue through all the lives she touched.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Rosemary Clooney.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Mr. and Mrs. Nick Clooney, 308 Fourth Street, Augusta, Kentucky 41002, and to Mr. Dante DiPaolo, 308 Fourth Street, Augusta, Kentucky 41002.
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