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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to cervids

SPONSOR
Senator Robert Stivers

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Law enforcement agencies and jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

SB 112 GA is intended to protect Kentucky's deer and elk herds from chronic wasting disease.

SB 112 GA: imposes restrictions on importing cervid (deer and elk) carcasses from a state where an outbreak of chronic wasting disease has occurred; bans the importing of live cervids until April 15, 2006; places restrictions on the intrastate movement of cervids; provides for the destruction of cervids which have escaped from captivity, or which are held or transported without a permit; prohibits the movement of live cervids, and makes movement of cervid carcasses subject to Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations, if chronic wasting disease is detected in Kentucky; and provides for a fine of $500 to $5,000, imprisonment for up to six months, and liability for damages to the state and other affected livestock owners, for violations of the bills provisions.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

SB 112 GA has the potential of fiscally impacting local governments in two ways:


1)
requiring the expenditures of funds by local law enforcement agencies in 


enforcing the provisions of the bill; and


2)
requiring the expenditure of funds by counties to house prisoners sentenced to a 


jail term for violating provisions of the bill.

The likelihood of local governments incurring expenses in the first instance is remote.  SB 112 GA, by implication, assigns the responsibility for enforcement of the bill's provisions to the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife.  The Department could request assistance from a county sheriffs' department or a city police department in the interdiction and arrest of a violator, but the probability would be low.  In the event the Department did request assistance from a local law enforcement agency, the expenses incurred by the agency would be minimal.

Counties would be negatively impacted if a violator was sentenced to a jail term.  Counties are required to house non-felon prisoners at the county's expense, which is estimated to average $28 a day.  Since the criminal provisions of the bill are new, there is no history from which to estimate the frequency of violations.  But it would appear that the number of violations would be small, and the number of violators sentenced to jail still smaller, so the resultant fiscal impact on counties would be expected to be minimal.
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