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SUBJECT/TITLE
An ACT relating to county jails

SPONSOR
Senator Brett Guthrie

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure amends KRS 411.265 to place the responsibility for requiring county jail inmates to reimburse the county for the cost of their incarceration with the county fiscal court instead of the sentencing court.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 131 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal to moderate.  The measure enhances the ability to require inmates to reimburse the county jail for their incarceration expenses.

The Kentucky jailers Association estimates smaller counties could receive a positive fiscal impact of approximately $50,000 per year, with the largest counties receiving approximately $500,000 per year.  Persons sentenced as misdemeanants are wards of the county.  Daily costs to counties run $27.51 per day per person.  County governments are also responsible for incarceration expenses for persons sentenced as felons, between the period of conviction and sentencing.  Generally this period averages 45 days at a daily cost of $27.51 per day per person.  Currently there are approximately 10,000 inmates in county jails that are wards of the counties.
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