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SUBJECT/TITLE
Animal Cruelty

SPONSOR
Sen. Tom Buford

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Local jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  


SB 24 HCS retains the provisions of SB 24 GA, with the exception that it deletes subsection (2) of KRS 258.245, which makes it unlawful to place poison in any place "... where it may be easily found and eaten by dogs."  This offense has been included with other offenses as "cruelty to animals in the second degree."


SB 24 GA creates the crime of torture of a dog or cat and identifies what constitutes torture of a dog or cat.  It  provides that the first offense for torture of a dog or cat is a Class A misdemeanor, and second and subsequent offenses are a Class D felony.  It exempts the killing of animals for a number of  purposes, and amends KRS 258.245 to conform.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The provisions of HCS to the SB 24 has no fiscal impact on the local government. The HCS is one of conformity with other provisions.  Therefore, the SB 24 GA fiscal analysis has not changed. The fiscal analysis of SB 24 GA follows.

 The fiscal impact of SB 24 GA on local government is minimal.  Currently, the crime of torturing a dog or cat is addressed in KRS 525.130, under the broader definition of "animal cruelty", which carries the penalty of a Class A Misdemeanor. SB 24 GA establishes the penalty for "torture of a dog or cat" as a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense, and a Class D felony for the second and subsequent offenses.  The penalty for "torture of a dog or cat" in SB 24 GA is the same as the penalty for "animal cruelty".  Thus, the only additional penalty will be for those individuals who are charged and convicted of animal torture more than once.

Class A Misdemeanor carries a jail term not to exceed 12 months. Class D Felony carries a jail term of 1 to 5 years.  However, since the courts and local jails would process those accused individuals in a similar manner before sentencing, there is no reason to believe that the costs to local government would increase.  There is no way to know how many individuals would be sentenced for torturing a dog or cat.  However, the estimated number for repeat offenders statewide is less than ten a year.  Therefore, most local jails would experience no increase in their expenses. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson, LRC; KY Department of Corrections; Administrative Office of the Courts; The Humane Society of the Unites States 2001 Report of Animal Cruelty Cases.
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