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AN ACT relating to the Kentucky Mentoring Partnership Council.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly authorizes the establishment of the Kentucky Mentoring Partnership Council. The council shall establish the statewide vision and strategic direction to increase the opportunities for Kentucky's children and youth to have a quality mentoring relationship that will support the individual needs of the child.

(2)
To fulfill its mission, the Kentucky Mentoring Partnership Council shall:

(a)
Enter into a partnership agreement with an organization that has status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code which shall serve as the fiscal agent for the council;

(b)
Develop a statewide plan to establish strategies that will increase the opportunities for Kentucky's children and youth to have a quality mentoring relationship;

(c)
Provide program development and implementation expertise and technical assistance to schools and organizations that sponsor mentoring activities;

(d)
Establish criteria and administer a mentoring grant program for qualified applicants that may include private and public providers, when sufficient funds are available. The grant criteria shall require a financial match from the grant applicant;

(e)
Raise funds from public and private sources to support a mentoring grant program and other activities of the council;

(f)
Recruit mentors from public and private sector organizations including businesses, colleges and universities, community groups, and units of government;

(g)
Provide referrals of mentors through a statewide searchable database and a toll-free telephone hotline;

(h)
Raise public awareness of the need for and benefit of mentoring through appropriate strategies that may include statewide media campaigns, newsletters, and publications; and

(i)
Provide a biennial report by July 1 of each odd-numbered year to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission regarding the status of mentoring programs in the Commonwealth.

(3)
The Kentucky Mentoring Partnership Council shall be composed of the following members:

(a)
The commissioner or a designee of the Cabinet for Families and Children;

(b)
The president or a designee of the Council on Postsecondary Education;

(c)
The commissioner or a designee of the Department of Education;

(d)
Five (5) representatives of major private employers in the state;

(e)
A representative of a faith-based organization;

(f)
A representative of the Kentucky Association of Retired Persons;

(g)
A representative of the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce; 

(h)
A representative of nonpublic schools; and

(i)
Three (3) representatives of local community-based service organizations.

(4)
The council members shall initially be appointed to two (2) year terms by the Governor. Vacancies that occur before the expiration of the initial appointments shall be filled by the Governor for the remaining term of the vacancy. The council shall select from its membership a chairperson and establish bylaws, including bylaws governing council membership and length of terms, which shall be staggered except for the terms of ex officio members. Upon expiration of the initial appointments and adoption of bylaws governing membership and length of terms by the council, the council shall be self-perpetuating, and the appointment and length of terms shall be made in accordance with the council's bylaws.

(5)
The initial board shall be appointed by August 15, 2003. The council shall hold its first meeting no later than thirty (30) days after the appointment of the members.
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