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SUBJECT/TITLE
Amusement rides and attractions

SPONSOR
Senator Bob Leeper

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Fiscal court, law enforcement agencies

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 50 GA requires certain types of amusement attractions to obtain a license to operate and be subject to showing that license to law enforcement authorities.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 50 GA on local governments is indeterminable, but may be minimal. The bill affects certain types of carnivals or other types of amusement attractions that set up operations about the same time and in close proximity to a Department of Agriculture-sanctioned county fair. Under the bill, an amusement attraction that sets up less than 30 days before and less than seven days after -- and within a five-mile radius of -- a public fair or exposition sanctioned by the Department of Agriculture, must pay a license fee of $2,000 per day of operation to the county fiscal court. Other types of amusement attractions are not affected under the bill, such as sanctioned fairs in contiguous counties, those operated by religious or educational organizations, and local festivals, shows or children's attractions. Under the bill, the law enforcement entity acting on behalf of fiscal court (usually the sheriff's department) will be responsible to collect and enforce payment of the license fee.

If enacted, the measure may result in an increase in revenues in some affected counties, perhaps causing some additional administrative work to account for the unanticipated moneys. Also, some sheriff's departments would be affected because they assume responsibility for checking for proof of the licenses. But the impact on sheriff's departments may be slight to moderate because departments would routinely check out the amusement attractions as a matter of course anyway, according to the Franklin County sheriff.

According to a Department of Agriculture official, there have not been many instances of amusement attractions setting up close by and about the same time as sanctioned fairs. About 110 counties have county fairs; an estimated 80-100 of those have carnivals that set up within the confines of the fair.
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LRC staff; KRS; Department of Agriculture; Kentucky Association of Fairs and Horse Shows; Franklin County sheriff
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