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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
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X
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Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks
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X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
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Adds New
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PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure repeals and reenacts KRS 186.1868 to provide that after the minimum number of applications has been achieved for a Ducks Unlimited license plate, the initial registration fee and renewal registration fee shall be the same as for a regular license plate.  The measure permits an applicant for a Ducks Unlimited license plate to make a voluntary contribution of $10 that the county clerk will forward to the Department of Fish and Wildlife to promote waterfowl programs and wetland conservation.

The measure repeals and reenacts KRS 186.187 relating to the spay and neuter license plates, to make changes similar the changes made to the Ducks Unlimited plate.  The measure provides for the voluntary $10 contribution to be sent to the Animal Control Fund established under KRS 258.119 and used exclusively to promote spay and neuter programs across the state.

The Senate Floor Amendment to the bill creates a new section of KRS 186 to establish an African-American Heritage license plate.  Additionally the measure amends KRS 186 to establish an African-American Fraternity/Sorority license plate.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 53 GA on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal to moderate.  The measure repeals and reenacts KRS 186.18685 and KRS 186.187 to create two special license plates and allows purchasers to make voluntary donations to the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Animal Control and Care Fund.  Funds that are volunteered must be remitted quarterly by the county clerk.  The Senate Floor Amendment establishes a special license plate to establish an African-American Heritage special license plate and an African-American Fraternity/Sorority special license plate.  Purchasers may make voluntary donations to the Kentucky Center for African-American Heritage for either plate.

If the Transportation Cabinet receives a minimum of nine hundred (900) applications accompanied by a $50 state fee within one year from the date the Cabinet receives the first application for the special plate, the cabinet shall begin designing and printing the special plates.  If the Cabinet does not receive 900 applications one year from the date the Cabinet receives the first application, the cabinet shall refund the $50 state fee to the applicant, and the statute will expire and be automatically repealed.  The special plate for Ducks Unlimited was enacted in the 2000 Session of the General Assembly and the Spay and Neuter plate was enacted in the 2002 Session (effective January 1, 2003).  Current data does not indicate the amount of plates sold under these special plate designations.

The county clerk will receive a $3.00 initial and annual renewal fee.  To comply with the measure, the county clerk could experience a minimal to moderate fiscal impact.  County clerks will be responsible for collecting and remitting funds that are voluntarily contributed from persons who purchase these type special license plates.  The measure requires the voluntary contributions be remitted on a quarterly basis by the clerks.  Increased administrative costs could result from clerks creating special fund accounts, account reconciliations, increased postage costs and additional storage space.  Additional staff time involved in processing requests and answering questions to ensure public awareness of the voluntary $10.00 contribution could increase costs.

The fiscal impact resulting from this measure will be directly affected by the amount of public interest.  There is no adequate way to predict how many citizens will purchase the special plates.
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