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AN ACT relating to middle school students participating in athletic programs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The local board of education for each school district shall limit the amount of time any middle school student enrolled in grades five (5) through eight (8) is permitted to participate in one or more athletic programs to no more than a total of fifteen (15) hours during a school week including team practices, travel to and from sporting events, and game times. The time limitation shall not apply to participation in tournaments and to sporting events held when school is not in session, such as holidays, weekends, and vacations. 

(2)
Coaches and other school personnel are prohibited from penalizing a student by restricting participation in team practices, games, and other activities due to a student's absence from team activities due to medical or family matters. 
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