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SUBJECT/TITLE
VET program requirements

SPONSOR
Senator Dick Roeding

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 General government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 6 GA amends KRS 224.20-720, allowing officially registered vehicles to undergo emissions testing every two years, rather than each year.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 6 GA on local governments is indeterminable, but likely will result in a moderate savings. The measure could result in a savings of almost $27,000 for certain city and county governments every two years.

The bill will have an impact on city and county governments in the northern Kentucky counties of Boone, Campbell, and Kenton, which are required to have their cars and trucks checked annually as part of an area-wide vehicle emissions testing (VET) program that affects both government and privately owned motor vehicles. Under the program, operated by the state Division of Air Quality, motor vehicles are required to undergo VET inspection every two years at a cost of $20 per test. But KRS 224.20-720 requires vehicles carrying state or official registration to undergo yearly testing. The proposed legislation would put officially registered vehicles on the same testing cycle as non-government owned vehicles.

According to a Division of Air Quality official, a total of 1,335 city and county owned vehicles in Boone, Campbell and Kenton counties are tested annually. Based on that number, eliminating a test cycle could result in a biennial savings of $26,700, in addition to saving the time and expense required for government employees to drive each vehicle to a test site each year.

While the individual official vehicle will be tested only once every two years under the provisions of SB 6 GA, each year will likely be an occasion for the testing of some official vehicles, because the VET program requires that odd model year cars and trucks be tested in odd years, and even model year vehicles in even years.
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