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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Tourism to conduct a study on areas of state growth.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth, diverse in its resources and industry, has seen varying rates of economic growth in recent years among its communities; and

WHEREAS, the scarcity of state economic development resources requires a cooperative spirit among all communities to make the most effective use of these limited resources for the benefit of all Kentuckians;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Tourism shall conduct a study on areas of state growth. The study shall identify geographic areas of the state that are experiencing economic growth in relation to other areas of the state that are experiencing no growth or flat growth. The study shall address the following questions:

(1)
What factors may contribute to economic growth in those areas experiencing higher growth?

(2)
In higher-growth areas, has there been a corresponding growth in each area's population?

(3)
In higher-growth areas, what have been the demands on public infrastructure, including public works, schools, roads and highways, social services, recreational services, and other community services?

(4)
Have higher-growth areas acquired the necessary infrastructure support to meet current demands and sustain growth? 

(5)
Is there a correlation between higher-growth areas and the number of projects in those areas that are supported by state economic development programs and services?

(6)
What approaches have been used in other states to address the needs of both high and low economic growth areas?

Section 2.   The Interim Joint Committee on Economic Development and Tourism shall report its findings to the Legislative Research Commission by December 15, 2003.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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