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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Cabinet for Health Services and the Department for Medicaid Services to preserve adequate and established Medicaid funding for services provided to the vulnerable population of frail, disabled, and elderly citizens and to ensure that recipients of nursing facility services receive the quality health care they need, expect, and deserve.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Medicaid program pays the expenses of 75% of nursing facility patients and almost 100% of facility-based patients with mental retardation and developmental disabilities; and

WHEREAS, the federal Medicare program was cut on October 1, 2002, for skilled nursing facility patients, thus putting at risk the care of America's most vulnerable senior citizen population and directly impacting the availability of services for our frail and elderly citizens of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid is underfunded nationally by at least $3.5 billion each year and is in need of critical new investment to ensure that vulnerable seniors' and other disabled persons' access to quality long-term health care is retained; and

WHEREAS, the cuts to Medicare and the annual $3.5 billion national underfunding of Medicaid present a clear and present danger to the beneficiaries of today as well as the beneficiaries of tomorrow;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly urges the Kentucky Cabinet for Health Services and the Department for Medicaid Services to preserve adequate and established Medicaid funding for services provided to the vulnerable population of frail, disabled, and elderly citizens and to ensure that recipients of nursing facility services receive the quality health care they need, expect, and deserve.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Concurrent Resolution to Marcia Morgan, Secretary, Cabinet for Health Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and Mike Robinson, Commissioner, Department for Medicaid Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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