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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the county attorney in a county subject to KRS 77.320 to seek the dismissal of certain warrants issued for violations of a vehicle emissions testing program.

WHEREAS, since 1984 Jefferson County motorists have been required to comply with an unpopular program for the testing of vehicle emission systems; and

WHEREAS, over the years the program became increasingly complex, costly, intrusive, and unpopular; and

WHEREAS, because of the great unpopularity of the program, the General Assembly determined in 2000 that the enforcement mechanism for the program placed too great a burden on the courts and consequently enacted a bill decriminalizing the enforcement mechanism; and

WHEREAS, the change in the enforcement mechanism resulted in the enforcing agency losing interest in pursuing the resolution of enforcement actions begun under the older criminal enforcement scheme; and

WHEREAS, the failure of government to clear up the old enforcement actions has had the unintended consequence of leaving hundreds of citizens unfairly subject to long-standing, unresolved legal actions; and

WHEREAS, now with the state mandated total elimination of the program by November 1, 2003, any additional delay in settling these actions would be irresponsibly neglectful of those few citizens and unnecessarily burdensome to the court and law enforcement officials;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Jefferson County attorney is directed to seek the dismissal of warrants outstanding against the approximately 520 motorists that remain ensnared in the court system as the result of an enforcement mechanism that the General Assembly determined in 2000 to be overly burdensome to the court system and the public. The Jefferson County attorney is advised to consult with officials of the Jefferson County Air Pollution Control District, who have indicated they have no interest in seeing the warrants prosecuted and who do not oppose their dismissal.

Section 2.   A report on the progress made toward dismissal of the warrants shall be given to the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary no later than August 1, 2003.
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