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A JOINT RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to appropriate funds for Kentucky to develop and implement demonstration projects as part of the National Health Information Infrastructure (NHII) agenda and establish centers for applied health informatics at the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville.

WHEREAS, in its report, "Crossing the Quality Chasm," the Institute of Medicine (IOM) highlighted the need to redesign the nation's health care system "to ensure that all Americans receive care that is safe, effective, patient centered, timely, efficient, and equitable;" and

WHEREAS, the IOM identified information technology as a critical component in the redesign to improve health care and recommended the use of electronic health information systems to translate research findings into clinical practice, thus providing patients with care that is based on the best scientific knowledge; and

WHEREAS, the National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics (NCVHS) urged Congress and the White House to give high priority to the development of a comprehensive NHII for the public and private sectors; and

WHEREAS, the NCVHS and IOM urged the Secretary of the United States Health and Human Services to provide leadership in the development of a NHII capable of providing information to all who need it in order to make the best possible decisions about health care; and

WHEREAS, in response to the IOM report, "Fostering Rapid Advances in Health Care," the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services committed to working to develop new ideas and policies that address the challenges facing this country regarding health coverage and access to care and welcomed the ideas of the IOM; and

WHEREAS, the NCVHS recommended that Congress provide new funding to support the development of the infrastructure, including the development of state and local population health information capacities, professional training for the health care work force, and health information centers that bring together interdisciplinary teams to explore health information issues; and

WHEREAS, the information infrastructure would provide interconnections to providers and consumers to support communication, access to patient information, knowledge management, and decision support; and

WHEREAS, the NCVHS and the IOM highlighted the value of a NHII in the early detection and rapid response to health threats, dissemination of up-to-date information to health care providers regarding biological and chemical threats, implementation of campaigns for inoculation, and the implementation of a system to track complications resulting from biological and chemical agents or inoculations; and

WHEREAS, in its report, "Fostering Rapid Advances in Health Care," the IOM recommended demonstration projects that make use of the health information infrastructure in states, sizable markets, or multistate regions; and

WHEREAS, the population size of Kentucky makes it ideal for implementing demonstration projects for the NHII agenda; and

WHEREAS, the NCVHS urged states to establish a mechanism to provide leadership and coordination related to the NHII; and

WHEREAS, in response, several bills have been filed during the current session of the Kentucky legislature to create a Kentucky e-Health Network Board to provide governmental oversight and establish standards for the network; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's universities have a tradition of being leaders in health care and could provide leadership in the development of a model e-health network as part of the NHII; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky universities have gained valuable experience from the health informatics initiatives that have already been initiated; and

WHEREAS, last year the Southeast Kentucky Community Access Program (SKYCAP) improved the quality of care and reduced the cost of emergency room visits and hospitalizations for individuals enrolled in its case management program by an astounding 60 percent, using an integrated medical information system; and

WHEREAS, it is expected that the implementation of a Kentucky e-health network would provide the needed health information infrastructure to improve the quality of health care, decrease the cost of care by increasing the effectiveness and efficiencies of enrollment, covered services certification, pre-approved claims, and reimbursement for services provided, improve the coordination of discounted and free services for the uninsured, and potentially reduce medical malpractice costs and health insurance premiums; and

WHEREAS, the network implemented in Kentucky could serve as a model for other states; and

WHEREAS, the quality of life for Kentuckians, as well as all Americans, could be improved by the development of a health information infrastructure;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly respectfully urges the Congress of the United States to appropriate funds to develop and implement a Kentucky e-health network as part of the NHII agenda. The Kentucky General Assembly respectfully urges the Congress to appropriate funds for the development of centers for applied health informatics at the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Joint Resolution to the President of the United States, each member of the United States Congress, and the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services.
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