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A JOINT RESOLUTION urging the Commissioner of Education to appoint superintendents for the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf based on the recommendations of search committees appointed by the Kentucky Board of Education.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf provide students with visual or auditory disabilities with educational opportunities to develop their potential to become educated life-long learners and productive citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf also serve as the Statewide Educational Resource Center on Blindness and the Statewide Educational Resource Center on Deafness, respectively, in accordance with KRS 167.015; and 

WHEREAS, the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf have held vitally important positions in Kentucky's elementary and secondary education system for over 150 years; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf have unique missions within Kentucky's education system, and have corresponding specialized institutional requirements necessary to effectively fulfill those missions; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf have been historically identified as independent school districts, each with its own superintendent of schools; and

WHEREAS, the positions of superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Blind and superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Deaf are recognized by statutes duly enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, including KRS 167.015, relating to the management of these schools, KRS 167.035 and 167.037 relating to advisory boards for Kentucky School for the Blind and Kentucky School for the Deaf, and KRS 167.017, relating to the appointment of the superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Deaf; and 

WHEREAS, KRS 167.017 requires the appointment of the superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Deaf by the chief state school officer, based upon the recommendation of a search committee appointed by the Kentucky Board of Education, with the approval of the majority of the board, and specifies the membership of the search committee; and

WHEREAS, KRS 167.017 requires the Kentucky Board of Education appoint a search committee whenever appointment of a superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Deaf becomes necessary; and

WHEREAS, the positions of superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf are currently vacant;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body urges the Commissioner of Education to appoint a superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Blind and a superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Deaf to serve as institutional leaders toward the fulfillment of their unique educational missions.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Board of Education is urged to appoint a search committee for the position of superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Deaf, and the Commissioner of Education is urged to appoint a superintendent based upon the recommendation of the search committee, as approved by a majority of the board, in accordance with KRS 167.017.

Section 3.   The Kentucky Board of Education is urged to appoint a search committee for the position of superintendent of the Kentucky School for the Blind composed of one representative of the Kentucky Department of Education selected by the Commissioner of Education, one representative of the Kentucky School for the Blind faculty, one parent of a student at the Kentucky School for the Blind, one representative of the Kentucky School for the Blind advisory board, one representative of the Kentucky School for the Blind Alumni Association, one representative from the Kentucky Council on the Blind, and one representative of the National Federation of the Blind of Kentucky. The Commissioner of Education is urged to appoint a superintendent based upon the recommendation of the search committee, as approved by a majority of the board.

Section 4.   The Commissioner of Education shall report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by October 31, 2003, regarding progress toward implementation of this resolution.
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