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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Cabinet for Health Services to operate the system of vital statistics in a manner at least as efficient as the average of other states in the United States.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's vital statistics system is operated by the Cabinet for Health Services; and

WHEREAS, the system of vital statistics is a record of births, marriages, divorces, and deaths in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the State Registrar is the official state officer who is responsible for the smooth and efficient administration of the vital statistics systems, and the State Registrar functions through the Office of Vital Statistics located in Frankfort. The Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services oversees the functions of the State Registrar; and

WHEREAS, local registrars may be empowered to assist the State Registrar with the vital records system; and

WHEREAS, citizens of this great Commonwealth must travel to Frankfort to obtain a copy of vital statistics records or otherwise must suffer the burden of significant delays when obtaining vital statistics information; and

WHEREAS, the ability to promptly obtain a copy of a birth certificate is important for families to obtain health insurance, drivers' licenses, and Social Security numbers; and

WHEREAS, if a family requests a Social Security number at the birth of a child, there is on average a 16-to 17-week delay in obtaining this number; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Social Security Administration has advised that Kentucky appears to be the worst state in forwarding information necessary for the prompt issuance of a Social Security number to newborns; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Social Security Administration has advised that other states are able to forward information so that their citizens obtain Social Security numbers in as few as three weeks; and

WHEREAS, almost every other state, if not every state, allows for citizens to obtain a copy of a death certificate from local county offices and permits official copies of records from local county offices to serve as official records that may be used for life insurance or other purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky should be able to operate its system at least as smoothly as the average of other states in the nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body requests the Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services and the State Registrar to immediately direct staff of the Office of Vital Statistics to operate in a more timely fashion and to recognize the importance of providing certified copies of official records to the citizens of the Commonwealth. Review shall be made of the procedures of operation of other vital statistics offices in the nation, and the Secretary and State Registrar shall strive to make the Kentucky system the best, with the more immediate goal of achieving the average response time for all requests for records. The Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Service and the State Registrar shall report to the Legislative Research Commission by November 1, 2003, on the progress of the Cabinet in moving toward these goals.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Joint Resolution to Marcia Morgan, Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601; and to the State Registrar, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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