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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Secretary of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet and the Kentucky Board of Education to ensure that a stable, sustainable, and healthy cultural heritage climate exists within the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, it is widely recognized that arts, history, historic preservation, libraries, education, public television, environment, heritage, and humanities contribute immeasurably to the quality of life; and

WHEREAS, the PEW Charitable Trust and the Center for Arts and Culture in 2002 recognized Kentucky as one of two states with outstanding potential for cultural heritage policy partner planning; and

WHEREAS, the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet, comprised of thirteen cross cultural heritage agencies, is dedicated to improving the quality of life in Kentucky through a strong cultural heritage infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, a Cultural Heritage Policy Task Force can be instrumental in leveraging effective cultural heritage policy to promote economic growth, quality education, and a creative and inclusive new economy; and

WHEREAS, a task force can be an effective voice to the revitalization and strengthening of communities and serve as a clearinghouse for and a broker of the role of cultural heritage policy in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly hereby finds that:

(1)
The signing of the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, and the United States Constitution were events in the history of the United States of major importance; 

(2)
The Declaration of Independence provides the philosophical foundation on which this nation rests and the Constitution of the United States provides the structure for our nation's government; 

(3)
The Federalist Papers embody the most eloquent and forceful arguments made in support of the adoption of our nation's republican form of government;

(4)
These documents stand as the foundation of our form of democracy, providing at the same time the basis of our national identity and the vehicle for orderly growth and change;

(5)
Despite the importance of these documents, many Americans lack even the most basic knowledge and understanding of our nation and the principles set forth in the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Federalist Papers; 

(6)
Many Americans also lack basic knowledge about how to treat properly the most recognizable and frequently most visible symbol of our country, the American flag; and

(7)
The survival of our country's democracy requires that our nation's children, the future guardians of its heritage and participants in its governance, have a firm knowledge and understanding of its principles and history;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Cultural Heritage Policy Task Force is hereby created and shall consist of a maximum of thirty voting members to include:

(1)
One member from each of the following organizations: Preservation Kentucky, Kentucky Citizens for the Arts, Public Library Section of the Kentucky Library Association, Renaissance Kentucky Alliance, and the Kentucky Center for African American Heritage;

(2)
Board or commission chairs of the following Education, Arts, and Humanities agencies: Kentucky Heritage Council, Kentucky Arts Council, Kentucky Historical Society, Kentucky Educational Television, Kentucky Environmental Education Council, Kentucky Center for the Arts, Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Kentucky Department of Libraries and Archives, Kentucky Center for African American Heritage, Native-American Heritage Commission, Kentucky Humanities Council, Governor's School for the Arts, and Governor's Scholars Program;

(3)
Two members from the Kentucky Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(4)
Two members from the Kentucky House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(5)
Six at-large members appointed by the Secretary of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet.

Executive directors of the agencies listed in subsection (2) of this section shall serve as nonvoting, ex officio members.

Section 2.   The task force shall:

(1)
Analyze the policy-relevant assets of each cultural heritage field at regional and state levels;

(2)
Procure cultural heritage policy information and help build relationships among leaders of the various cultural fields at regional and state levels;

(3)
Assess the conditions and timing for policy innovation;

(4)
Use policy examples and other information to create innovative policy options;

(5)
Test ideas with the public and policy makers; and

(6)
Help to obtain the resources needed for capacity building and implementation of policy innovations.

Section 3.   The task force shall be chaired by the Secretary of the Education, Arts, and Humanities Cabinet. The cabinet shall provide the necessary staffing and administrative resources for the work of the task force. 

Section 4.   The task force shall be convened within thirty days following the effective date of this Act and shall submit a final report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission by October 1, 2003.

Section 5.   In order to carry out the requirements of KRS 158.645 to allow and assist all students to develop the capacity to understand government processes that affect the community, the state, and the nation and to apply the core principles contained in these documents on which America's history and heritage is built, the Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations by January 1, 2004, requiring the Kentucky Department of Education to include by the 2004-2005 school year:

(1)
Curriculum content and instruction concerning the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, the Federalist Papers, and flag etiquette in the state program of studies; 

(2)
Questions about the content, meaning, and application in current government actions of the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, the Federalist Papers, and flag etiquette in the statewide assessment and accountability examinations given to Kentucky students; 

(3)
Acceptable achievement standards for questions involving the American heritage documents and symbols identified in subsection (2) of this section that require a demonstration of sufficient understanding of the content and application of the documents to demonstrate that Kentucky students have developed the capacity to understand government processes that affect the community, the state, and the nation and how these documents and symbols have affected those processes; and

(4)
Teacher training in the content, meaning, and application of the American heritage documents and symbols identified in subsection (2) of this section and in instructional methods that will help students learn about and understand those documents and symbols.

Section 6.   The Kentucky Department of Education shall report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education in 2004 and each subsequent year, describing the administrative regulations promulgated in response to the requirements of this section and the effectiveness of these requirements as measured by the pass rate for the questions involving these documents and symbols on statewide assessment and accountability examinations.
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