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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of W. James Host.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special Kentuckians who have enriched the lives of so many people; and

WHEREAS, Jim Host was raised in Ashland, Boyd County, Kentucky, and he is a graduate of the University of Kentucky, where he majored in radio and television and was a varsity baseball pitcher; and

WHEREAS, Jim Host served as commissioner of Public Information and as commissioner of Parks and Recreation during the administration of Governor Louie B. Nunn; and

WHEREAS, Jim Host has demonstrated himself to be a true visionary; he is a successful businessman, and is the chief executive officer of Host Communications, which celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2002, with nearly 350 employees in more than 20 U. S. offices; and

WHEREAS, Jim Host began his career in sports marketing and association management in 1972, with the formation of Jim Host and Associates, and his initial clients were the Lexington Civic Center Corporation and Lexington Tourist and Convention Commission; in 1974, the company name was changed to Host Communications, with the first contracts representing the National Tour Association and the University of Kentucky Athletic Association and, through the years, the company has expanded its interests to include the NCAA, many universities, athletics conferences, and coaching and trade associations; and

WHEREAS, among his many accolades, Jim Host has served on the National Basketball Hall of Fame executive committee, the National Park Advisory Board, and the Freedoms Foundation; in 1998, he was named Kentucky's Entrepreneur of the Year in Communications, and he was the recipient of a lifetime achievement award from the National Association of Collegiate Marketers; in 2000, he was elected to the University of Kentucky Distinguished Alumni Hall of Honor and the state of Kentucky's Athletic Hall of Fame; in 2001, he received one of Kentucky's most prestigious civic awards, the Kentuckian of the Year, by the Chandler Foundation; he has been inducted into the Travel Industry of America's Hall of Leaders and the National Tourism Foundation Hall of Fame; and he was awarded a lifetime membership into the American Football Coaches Association;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby applaud and congratulate W. James Host for his immeasurable contributions to the Commonwealth of Kentucky. He has played an integral role in leading Kentucky into the 21st Century, and we wish him continued success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of W. James Host.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. W. James Host, Host Communications, 546 East Main Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40508.
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