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A RESOLUTION honoring the United States Secret Service.

WHEREAS, the Secret Service Division began on July 5, 1865, to suppress counterfeit currency in the wake of the Civil War; and 

WHEREAS, the Secret Service was officially acknowledged as a distinct organization within the Treasury Department in 1883; and 

WHEREAS, the Secret Service began informal part-time protection of President Grover Cleveland in 1894; and

WHEREAS, in 1901, Congress informally requested Secret Service Presidential protection following the assassination of President William McKinley; and

WHEREAS, the Secret Service assumed full-time responsibility for the protection of the President when two operatives were assigned to the White House detail in 1902; and

WHEREAS, in 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt transferred eight Secret Service agents to the Department of Justice, forming the nucleus of what is now the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and 

WHEREAS, the White House Police Force was created on October 1, 1922, at the request of President Warren G. Harding; and 

WHEREAS, the White House Police Force was placed under the supervision of the Secret Service in 1930; and

WHEREAS, in 1950, Officer Leslie Coffelt of the White House Police Force was shot and killed while protecting President Harry Truman; and 

WHEREAS, in 1951, following the attack on President Truman, Congress enacted legislation that permanently authorized Secret Service protection of the President, his immediate family, the President-elect and the Vice President, if he wishes; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive Protective Service was officially renamed the Secret Service Uniformed Division on November 15, 1977; and 

WHEREAS, the brave men and women of the Secret Service routinely place themselves in harm's way to protect our leaders, our freedom and our way of life; and

WHEREAS, the United States Secret Service continues to protect our nation's leaders, visiting world leaders, national special security events and the integrity of our nation's currency and financial systems;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The United States Secret Service is hereby commended for their efforts to protect our nation's leaders, visiting world leaders, national special security events and the integrity of our nation's currency and financial system.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to W. Ralph Basham, Director, United States Secret Service, 950 H Street NW, Suite 8400, Washington, D.C. 20223.
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