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A RESOLUTION protesting the recent action of the Army Corps of Engineers seeking to charge a fee to the cities of London and Barbourville for storing water in Laurel River Lake for municipal water service and requesting that this action be rescinded.

WHEREAS, the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has announced that it will charge a fee for storing water behind the Laurel River Dam to municipalities that use the lake for water supply; and

WHEREAS, the cities of London and Barbourville rely on lake water for their citizens and have done so without charge since 1984 and 1986, respectively; and

WHEREAS, the USACE proposes to charge the London Utility Commission $500,470 plus an annual maintenance fee of $2,320; and

WHEREAS, the USACE proposes to charge the Barbourville Utility Commission $884,949 plus an annual maintenance fee of $1,215; and

WHEREAS, these utilities provide vital water service to 9,400 customers, many of whom are low-income families; and

WHEREAS, the water bills of these customers will be directly affected by the USACE proposal; and

WHEREAS, the USACE proposal will affect all municipalities that rely for water supply on impoundments behind the many Kentucky USACE dams;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is urged to reconsider the proposal and reject any plan which calls for the charging of a fee for impounded water.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to: 

Mr. George S. Dunlop, Department of the Army, Office of the Assistant Secretary, Civil Works, 108 Army Pentagon, Washington DC 20310-0108;

LTG Robert Flowers, Headquarters, USACE, 441 G Street, Washington, DC 20314-1000;

Lt. Colonel Steve Gay, Corps of Engineers, District Engineer, CELRN-PA, P.O. Box 1070, Nashville, TN 37202-1070;

Sen. Mitch McConnell, 361A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510-1702;

Sen. Jim Bunning, 502 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510;

Rep. Edward Whitfield, 236 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515-1701;

Rep. Ron Lewis, 223 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515-1702;

Rep. Anne Northup, 1004 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515-1703;

Rep. Ken Lucas, 1237 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515-1704;

Rep. Harold Rogers, 2470 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515-1705; and

Rep. Ernest Lee Fletcher, 1117 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515-1706.

Page 1 of 2
BR184300.100-1843



