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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of W. Ralph Basham upon his recent appointment as Director of the United States Secret Service.

WHEREAS, W. Ralph Basham is a native of Owensboro, Daviess County, Kentucky; he received his bachelor's degree from Southeastern University in Washington, D. C., and he is also the recipient of the 1992 and 2000 Meritorious Presidential Rank Awards; and

WHEREAS, W. Ralph Basham was appointed in 1970 as a Special Agent with the Secret Service in the Washington Field Office; he has served in supervisory positions in both protective and investigative assignments, and he has served as Special Agent in charge of the Cleveland Field Office, the Washington Field Office, and the Vice Presidential Protective Division; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, W. Ralph Basham was appointed Director of the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, which is located in Glynco, Georgia and Artesia, New Mexico, and provides training for the nation's federal law enforcement officers and Secret Service recruits; and the agency also serves the state, local and federal law enforcement communities with specific training programs; and in January 2002, he was named Chief of Staff for the Transportation Security Administration where he also oversaw the hiring of federal security directors for the nation's 429 airports; and he has also served as the Deputy Assistant Director of the Office of Training and as Assistant Director of the Office of Administration; and

WHEREAS, in January 2003, W. Ralph Basham was appointed as the 21st Director of the United States Secret Service; his many years of service to this great nation have prepared him for this most prominent position during the transition of the Secret Service to the new Department of Homeland Security; and

WHEREAS, W. Ralph Basham is a dedicated family man, the devoted husband of Judith O'Bryan Basham, and he is the loving father of three children;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   It is with the utmost pride and honor that this Senate recognizes and commends W. Ralph Basham, a distinguished American who possesses strong ties to the Commonwealth of Kentucky, upon his recent appointment as Director of the United States Secret Service. We wish him success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of W. Ralph Basham.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable W. Ralph Basham, Director of the United States Secret Service, 950 H Street N.W., Suite 8000, Washington, D. C. 20223.
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