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A RESOLUTION petitioning Congress to increase payments to local governments in lieu of property taxes on national forest lands.

WHEREAS, no direct taxes are levied against any federally owned forest land in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, several Kentucky counties have significant acreage in national forest lands; and

WHEREAS, the federal payment in lieu of taxes on national forest land to counties is based upon the value of timber sales; and

WHEREAS, this payment is paid to all affected counties, regardless of the location of the actual sale, thereby reducing the value of sales by spreading their benefits among a host of counties; and

WHEREAS, timber sales are a variable form of income, dependent upon the national economy and subject to opposition by various powerful groups opposed to such sales; and

WHEREAS, the federal government admits that payment in lieu of taxes have declined by one-third since 1980; and

WHEREAS, federal forest lands are forever lost to counties as development bases, thereby restricting the tax base of counties containing national forest lands; and

WHEREAS, a restrictive tax base has placed an undue burden on the citizens of these counties;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body of the Commonwealth of Kentucky respectfully petitions the Congress of the United States to create a system of increased and steady payments to be made to local governments in lieu of property taxes on national forest lands.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to all members of the Kentucky Delegation to the United States House of Representatives and United States Senate.
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