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A RESOLUTION honoring the Jefferson County Police Department for its distinguished service.

WHEREAS, in a time when the United States was just beginning the recovery from civil war, the Jefferson County Police Department was established on February 1, 1868; and

WHEREAS, through its 135 years of existence, the Jefferson County Police Department has undergone many professional changes from the beginning of its first horse-mounted patrols at the turn of the century, to the implementation of its Special Weapons and Tactics Teams and other specialized response teams more than 70 years later; and

WHEREAS, through the years, the Jefferson County Police Department, in an effort to ensure the protection of the citizens it had sworn to protect, increased the number of officers from less than 61 before the early 1940's, to 120 in 1945, to over 450 officers and 244 civilian employees serving the citizens of Jefferson County prior to consolidation; and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson County Police Department has served with distinction, assisting the citizens it has sworn to protect through such crises as the tornado disaster of 1974, the school-bussing protests of 1975, and the extensive flooding of the Ohio River of 1994; and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson County Police Department has taken the lead in ensuring the professional development of its officers, from being approved by the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council to perform annual in-service training beginning in 1981, to being certified in 1999 to conduct its own exhaustive 20-week, 800-hour recruit academy; and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson County Police Department has garnered many awards during its existence; and

WHEREAS, on January 6, 2003, after the City of Louisville and Jefferson County consolidated, the Jefferson County Police Department merged with the Louisville Division of Police, thus ending its individual 135 proud and distinguished years of service to the citizens of Jefferson County, but beginning another era of distinguished service with the Louisville Division of Police conjointly as the Louisville Metro Police Department;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate recognizes and salutes the leadership, officers, and employees, past and present, of the Jefferson County Police Department for 135 years of distinguished service to the citizens of Jefferson County, Kentucky, and pays tribute to those individuals who have dedicated their careers or given their lives in the course of their duties, knowing that their service and sacrifices will never be forgotten.

Section 2.   The Senate hereby extends its best wishes to the leadership, officers, and employees of the new Louisville Metro Police Department for the beginning of a new era of distinguished service and protection for all within the boundaries of Jefferson County.
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