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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Louise Hatmaker upon being inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate for this honorable body to recognize special Kentuckians who have enriched the lives of so many people; and

WHEREAS, Louise Hatmaker is a native of Perry County, Kentucky; she is a pioneer female journalist in Appalachia, and she began her career as a reporter for the Hazard Times; and she is the former editor, publisher, and owner of the two oldest newspapers in the Kentucky River Valley, The Jackson Times and The Beattyville Enterprise; and

WHEREAS, Louise Hatmaker is a woman who is proud of her Kentucky mountain heritage, and she traces her lineage through her mother, Zada Baker Combs Bolton, to an Englishman by the name of John Combs who crossed the Atlantic on the Magnolia and landed at Jamestown in 1619; since 1735, six generations of Combses have claimed Eastern Kentucky as home, and produced such notables as the late Governor Bert T. Combs and the immortal Earle Combs, who played the outfield for the New York Yankees with a 12 year batting average of .325; and

WHEREAS, Louise Hatmaker served on the board of directors of the Kentucky Press Association for 25 years, and she is the recipient of the Russell Metz Most Valuable Member Award for 1997, presented by the Kentucky Press Association for her longtime support of and involvement in the newspaper industry in Kentucky; in 1987, she was awarded the Edwards M. Templin Award for Outstanding Community Service, an award presented annually to a newspaper person exhibiting outstanding community service to the community he or she serves and by whose newspaper is involved in efforts to make that community a better place in which to live and work; and she also is the recipient of the Eugene H. Combs Humanitarian Award which was presented by the Combs Family Association; and

WHEREAS, through the years, Louise Hatmaker has been committed to truth in journalism, and her newspapers obtained a reputation for publishing authentic news; and throughout her career as a journalist, she shared her knowledge with the public and gained their respect in return; and

WHEREAS, Louise Hatmaker will be inducted into the prestigious Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame on Tuesday, April 8, 2003;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby commend and applaud Louise Hatmaker for her many years of service to the citizens of this great Commonwealth. Her genius, spirit, and determination have been an inspiration to many women, and her wonderful sense of humor reflects the joy of a life well-deserving. This Senate wishes her success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Louise Hatmaker upon the occasion of her induction into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame on April 8, 2003.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Ms. Louise Hatmaker, 124 Asia Street, Hazard, Kentucky 41701, to Ms. Cindy Segers, 23714 Creekview Drive, Spring, Texas 77389; and to the Honorable Sara W. Combs, P. O. Box 709, Stanton, Kentucky 40380.
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