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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Judge Olga Sapp Peers.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Judge Olga Sapp Peers, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Olga Sapp Peers was born on January 10, 1919, a native of Lawrence, Massachusetts, and longtime resident of Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on February 27, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Olga Sapp Peers was the loving daughter of the late Laurent and Julienne Sapp; she was the devoted wife of Milburn G. Peers Sr.; she was the adored mother of Lauren Claypool, Michele Peers, Kara Peers, Milburn Peers Jr., Lynn Welch, and Deanna Ramsey; and she was the proud grandmother of six grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Olga Sapp Peers was the only child of French immigrant parents, and her father encouraged his daughter to complete college and become independent; she attended Salem State Teachers College and graduated from Tufts University, after which time she taught grades 1 through 8 in a one-room schoolhouse in Maine; and

WHEREAS, Olga Sapp Peers served her country with pride and distinction as a lieutenant in the United States Navy during World War II; and

WHEREAS, Olga Sapp Peers moved with her husband and first child to Louisville in 1946; she received her juris doctor degree from the University of Louisville School of Law in 1951, and went into private practice with her husband who passed away in 1970; after many years of practicing law, she was appointed to the old Louisville Police Court in 1972, and after judicial reform, she was elected to the District Court; in 1978, she became the first female Circuit Court Judge in Kentucky, and she remained in that capacity until her retirement in 1990; and

WHEREAS, Olga Sapp Peers was appointed trustee of the University of Louisville in 1992, where she demonstrated an unwavering dedication to the university; she was an avid supporter of the student athletic program, and during her interim as trustee, she became a mentor to student athletes, and she was instrumental in making equality for female sports a reality; she attended all basketball, football, and volleyball home games, and many times, she traveled with the teams throughout the country and abroad; while trustee, she assisted in the search for a university president and a football coach, and after her term ended, she continued to support the university through her appointment to other positions and committees, including a position on the athletic and hospital boards; and because of her dedicated and tireless service to the university, the renovated Academic Center for Student Athletes was named for her in September 2000; and

WHEREAS, Olga Sapp Peers was a pioneer among women, and through the years, she demonstrated extraordinary vision and leadership, while always adhering to the highest moral principles; she exemplified strong character, dedication, and professionalism, and she was an example of invincible strength to all the lives she touched; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Olga Sapp Peers has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Judge Olga Sapp Peers, and extends to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Judge Olga Sapp Peers.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Milburn G. Peers Jr., 1821 Bonnycastle Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.
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