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A RESOLUTION expressing sympathy to the families of those who have lost their lives and to those captured as a result of the conflict in Iraq.

WHEREAS, Operation Iraqi Freedom began Wednesday, March 19, 2003, with the intent to liberate the Iraqi people and secure worldwide the threat that the dictator, Saddam Hussein, presents; and

WHEREAS, the decision to go to war, whatever the goals may be, should never be, and in Operation Iraqi Freedom has not been, made without due consideration of the costs incurred, costs which transcend more than mere money and include much more valuable commodities such as human life; and

WHEREAS, as of March 24, 2003, over 28 United States and Coalition personnel have given their lives in the course of the war, one of whom is reported to have been stationed with the 101st Airborne in Fort Campbell, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, during the course of this war, Coalition soldiers, including United States soldiers, have been captured by the Iraqi army; and

WHEREAS, as the fighting intensifies with the advance on the capitol city of Iraq, Baghdad, more casualties and deaths will undoubtedly occur and more Coalition soldiers may be captured and held prisoner;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby pause to reflect on the sacrifices of these 28 lives given in the service of their countries, knowing that the loss of the soldiers' lives will not be the only casualties, but that a toll will be exacted from the lives of their families and friends also.

Section 2.   The Senate, mindful of the sacrifices made by the soldiers and the tolls paid by all, does hereby extend its sincere condolences to the families and friends of the fallen.

Section 3.   The Senate sends forth its hope and prayers that the United States soldiers and the other Coalition soldiers who have been captured will be swiftly and safely returned.

Section 4.   The Senate honors the soldiers and their families, for the families truly share in the commitment, for their ultimate expression of their oaths to forward the ideals and defend the citizens of this nation.

Section 5.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it shall do so in reverence of the captured and fallen United States and other Coalition soldiers.
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