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A RESOLUTION honoring the University of Kentucky Wildcats on a successful basketball season.

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky Basketball Wildcats are in the throes of NCAA Tournament action once again this season, reaching the tournament's round of 16 for the tenth time in the last twelve years; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats' effort this season has been spearheaded by senior guard and SEC Player of the Year Keith Bogans, who leads the team in scoring with an average of 16 points per game, and who during the recent NCAA tournament game against Utah became the fourth leading scorer in Wildcat history; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has also been sparked by the efforts of seniors Jules Camara and Marquis Estill, juniors Gerald Fitch, Cliff Hawkins, and Erik Daniels, and sophomore Chuck Hayes; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats, coming off of a disappointing season in 2002, faced a moment of crisis after a disappointing loss to arch rival Louisville in December that left their record at 6-3; and

WHEREAS, under the tutelage of SEC Coach of the Year Tubby Smith, the team responded to doubt and adversity with an ongoing winning streak of 25 games, and has advanced to the NCAA Midwest Regional semifinals to be played this weekend; and

WHEREAS, in garnering this impressive winning streak, the Cats went undefeated in SEC regular season action and won the SEC tournament, a feat that had not been accomplished in more than fifty years; and

WHEREAS, regardless of the outcome of future games, this UK team has etched a place in history among the great Wildcat teams of all time; and

WHEREAS, the entire Commonwealth eagerly awaits the Wildcats' upcoming tournament battles and hopes that in two weeks the Cats will be cutting down the nets in New Orleans to celebrate the school's eighth NCAA championship;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do commend the University of Kentucky Wildcats on an outstanding basketball season to date and wish them continued success, both in this year's NCAA Tournament and in future seasons.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to University of Kentucky President Dr. Lee Todd.
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