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A RESOLUTION honoring the University of Louisville Cardinals on a successful basketball season.

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville Men's Basketball team continued their climb back to national prominence in their second year under coach Rick Pitino, compiling a 25-7 record on the heels of last season's 19-13 mark; and

WHEREAS, the Cardinals were led in the scorebook and on the floor by senior point guard Reece Gaines, who averaged 18 points and 5 assists per game while being named first team All-Conference USA and second team All-American; and

WHEREAS, senior leadership was also provided by center Marvin Stone, who averaged 11 points per game, and swingman Erik Brown; and

WHEREAS, Cardinal fans found plenty to get excited about in two freshmen who played key roles in the success of this season, guard Taquan Dean and forward Francisco Garcia, who were both named to the Conference USA All-Freshman team, with Garcia being named Freshman of the Year; and

WHEREAS, Louisville also managed to overcome a season-ending knee injury to junior forward Ellis Myles, a fierce warrior who was the emotional and spiritual leader of the team; and

WHEREAS, junior forward Luke Whitehead picked up the slack from Myles' injury, averaging double figures in points and rebounds over the last six games of the season and being named MVP of the C-USA Tournament; and

WHEREAS, the highlights of the Cardinal's season were many, including a blowout victory over arch rival Kentucky, a mid-season 17 game winning streak, a Conference USA Tournament Championship, the school's first trip to the NCAA tournament in three years, and first tournament victory since 1997; and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville's efforts this season and its continued improvement bode well for continued success and even greater accomplishments in the future;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do commend the University of Louisville Cardinals on an outstanding basketball season and wish them continued success in future seasons.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to University of Louisville President Dr. James Ramsey.
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