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A RESOLUTION honoring the Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers on a successful basketball season.

WHEREAS, the Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers entered this basketball season with high hopes, with several starters returning from the club that went 28-4 the year before; and

WHEREAS, the resilience of the Hilltoppers was tested early and often in 2002-2003, with All-American center Chris Marcus unable to play because of recurring foot problems and starting forward Todor Pandov suffering a season-ending knee injury during the opening game of the season against powerhouse Arizona; and

WHEREAS, Western recovered from a 7-6 start to win 17 of its last 20 games, capturing a divisional championship in the Sun Belt Conference and the Sun Belt Conference Tournament to earn a spot in the NCAA tournament; and

WHEREAS, in the tournament's opening round, the Hilltoppers, playing powerful Illinois of the Big Ten Conference, were equal to the task, giving the Illini all they could handle before finally succumbing 65-60; and

WHEREAS, the Hilltoppers were led by seniors Filip Videnov, David Boyden, and Nate Williams, as well sophomore guard Patrick Sparks, who led the team in scoring with a 13.3 points-per-game average; and

WHEREAS, this season of triumph over adversity was testimony to the leadership skills and basketball savvy of coach Dennis Felton, who in five seasons on the Hill has compiled a record of 100 wins against 54 losses, and has led the Toppers to three consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances; and

WHEREAS, the accomplishments of the Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers reflect positively on all members of the team, as well as the university that should be proud to be represented by these outstanding young men;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do commend the Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers on an outstanding basketball season and wish them continued success in future seasons.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Western Kentucky University President Dr. Gary Ransdell.

Page 2 of 2
BR195700.100-1957



