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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of the seven brave space pioneers who perished aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia on February 1, 2003.

WHEREAS, the most remarkable American heroes are our astronauts, and some of America's best and brightest were aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia; and

WHEREAS, American Astronauts Colonel Rick Douglas Husband, Commander William C. McCool, Kalpana Chawla, Ph.D., Captain David M. Brown, Lieutenant Colonel Michael P. Anderson, Commander Laurel Blair Salton Clark, M.D., and Israeli Colonel Ilan Ramon were ending a successful 16 day mission of scientific discovery, and as the shuttle was reentering earth's atmosphere while descending toward the Kennedy Space Center, it exploded and all aboard perished; and

WHEREAS, these magnificent seven individuals will be remembered for their unselfish devotion to science and exploring the heavens, their courage in leading us to the next frontier, and their valor in the face of a new and uncertain challenge; and

WHEREAS, the passing of these seven brave astronauts has left a void that cannot be filled, and they are mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its utter and most profound sense of loss and bereavement upon the deaths of astronauts Colonel Rick Douglas Husband, Commander William C. McCool, Kalpana Chawla, Ph.D., Captain David M. Brown, Lieutenant Colonel Michael P. Anderson, Commander Laurel Blair Salton Clark, M. D., and Israeli Colonel Ilan Ramon. We extend to their families our heartfelt sympathy and condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the seven brave men and women who perished aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia on February 1, 2003.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to General Jefferson D. Howell, Jr., Center Director, NASA Johnson Space Center, 2101 NASA Road One, Houston, Texas 77058.
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