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A RESOLUTION honoring the life and talents of Rosemary Clooney.

"If you're worried and you can't sleep,

Just count your blessings instead of sheep."

("Count Your Blessings" by Irving Berlin from the musical "White Christmas")

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney was a native daughter of Kentucky, born in the city of Maysville in Mason County on May 23, 1928 to the late Andrew Clooney and Frances Guilfoyle Clooney Stone; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney's love and passion for singing and entertaining expressed itself from a humble street corner in Maysville to nationally televised specials; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney became forever associated with the songs she immortalized such as "Come on-a My House," "Hey There," "Count Your Blessings," "Everything Happens to Me," "How Long Has This Been Going On," and "I've Got a Crush on You"; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney's talents were showcased in wonderful musicals such as "Here Come the Girls," "Red Garters," "The Stars Are Singing," which premiered at Maysville's Russell Theater in 1953, and "White Christmas" which went on to become one of the most beloved musicals written; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney has had many honors such as her hit single "Hey There" being inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 1999; her receipt of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Grammy Awards; her receipt of an Emmy Award nomination for guest actress in the television series "ER," in which she starred with her nephew George Clooney; and her recent induction into the Kentucky Music Hall of Fame and Museum; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney's fans have showered her with appreciation ranging from the naming of "Rosemary Clooney Street" in Maysville to an annual Rosemary Clooney Music Festival, the first of which had proceeds benefiting the Russell Theater in Maysville; and

WHEREAS, Rosemary Clooney's talents took her to many places and led her to many associations with stars such as Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Duke Ellington, and Benny Goodman, she always held Kentucky and Maysville close to her heart, and this love was returned time and time again; and

WHEREAS, on June 29, 2002, Rosemary Clooney passed from this Earthly existence;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby extend its condolences and sorrow to Rosemary Clooney's husband, Dante DiPaolo; her children Miguel, Maria, Gabriel, Monsita, and Rafael; her grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and other family members as well as her innumerable friends.

Section 2.   The Senate affirms Rosemary Clooney's contributions to the culture of America and Kentucky through her limitless talents, as well as her passions, both professionally and socially.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it shall do so in honor of Rosemary Clooney and will count Rosemary Clooney among the Commonwealth's blessings.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Mr. and Mrs. Nick Clooney, 308 Fourth Street, Augusta, Kentucky 41102, and to Mr. Dante DiPaolo, 308 Fourth Street, Augusta, Kentucky 41102.
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