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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Todd Duncan.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Todd Duncan, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Todd Duncan was born on February 12, 1903, a native of Danville, Boyle County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 28, 1998; and

WHEREAS, Todd Duncan was the loving son of the late John and Lettie Cooper Duncan; he was the devoted husband of 63 years to Gladys Jackson Duncan; he was the adored father of a son, Charles C. Duncan; and he was the proud grandfather of a grandson and two great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Todd Duncan spent his childhood years in Somerset and attended high school in Louisville; he earned his bachelor's degree from Butler University in Indianapolis, Indiana, and his master's degree from Columbia University Teacher's College, after which time he became a professor of voice at Howard University in Washington, D. C., where he also obtained his doctorate degree; and

WHEREAS, Todd Duncan's long and successful career as a baritone began with the Aeolian Opera, a black company in New York City, where his first appearance was in 1934 in Mascagni's Cavalleria Rusticana; he was personally selected by George Gershwin to portray Porgy in Porgy and Bess, which led him to sing in 124 original productions of Porgy and Bess at the Alvin Theater on Broadway, beginning in 1935, and he also starred in the 1937 and 1942 revivals; and he is also noted for breaking the color barrier in American opera, becoming the first African American in the New York City Opera when he performed as Tonio in Leoncavallo's I Pagliacci in 1945; and, always noted for his eloquence and persuasive dramatic styling, his stage credits also included Vernon Duke's Cabin in the Sky and Kurt Weill's Lost in the Stars; and

WHEREAS, Todd Duncan forged a successful career as a concert singer, appearing in 56 countries and giving over 2,000 performances; his film roles included Syncopation in 1942, and Unchained in 1955, and he also made an appearance in a 1990 PBS documentary on singer Marian Anderson; his sound recordings include Gershwin: A Self-Portrait in Sound, which contains the original 1935 studio rehearsal of Porgy and Bess; the George Gershwin Memorial Concert, recorded in 1937; Porgy and Bess, 1937, with the Hall Johnson Choir, and Weill's Lost in the Stars; and

WHEREAS, throughout his teaching career, Todd Duncan mentored hundreds of students, and to have a complete understanding of the physical workings of the voice, he watched hundreds of vocal surgeries, and passed this knowledge along in classes; and although his recital schedule led to his retirement from Howard University in 1945, he continued teaching privately in his home studio until after the age of 90; and

WHEREAS, Todd Duncan was the recipient of the George Peabody Medal from the Peabody Conservatory of Music of the Johns Hopkins University, and he was also awarded a medal of honor from Haiti, an NAACP award, the Donaldson Award, the New York Drama Critics' Award for Lost in the Stars, and honorary doctorates from many universities including Berea College, Valparaiso, and Butler universities; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Todd Duncan has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Todd Duncan, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The Senate does hereby honor Todd Duncan for his genius as a baritone, and as a gifted teacher of voice. We are proud to recognize him as a native son, and the distinction he has brought to our great Commonwealth.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Todd Duncan.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Vernie McGaha for presentation to the family of Todd Duncan.
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