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A RESOLUTION honoring Frederick Douglass and Frederick Douglass, IV.

WHEREAS, Frederick Douglass, born in slavery in February, 1818, educated early in the ways of the poorest treatment of man to man, labored in the fields in his early years to feed the body and labored in his later years to feed the souls and minds of humanity to show us the grandest way to live--a life of equality; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Douglass distinguished himself as a man of fine oratory skills, having an elegant use of words and fine debating skills--his orations filled with wit, argument, sarcasm, and pathos; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Douglass fought for many years for the abolition of slavery in America, publishing his own anti-slavery newspaper, the "North Star," and was a prominent figure in the well-known "Underground Railroad," and working with such political figures of the time as President Abraham Lincoln, finally realized the fruits of his labors with the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Douglass labored after the Emancipation Proclamation to further secure the equality of all persons with the eventual passage of the 13th Amendment; and

WHEREAS, in current times, Frederick Douglass, IV, the great-great-grandson of Frederick Douglass, has taken his ancestor's torch to perpetuate the legacy of his namesake through the delivery of Frederick Douglass' speeches and through the reenacting of significant episodes of the orator's life to throw light upon the history of America throughout the period of his great-great-grandfather's life; and

WHEREAS, Frederick Douglass, IV has distinguished himself through his teachings, the foundation of the Frederick Douglass Organization, Inc., the organization that brings Frederick Douglass' thoughts, philosophies, and life to a diverse, contemporary audience, and through his many activist roles in African-American issues;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby pay homage to Frederick Douglass, in the month of the anniversary of his passing, and to Frederick Douglass, IV, both men dedicated to a vision of equality in America.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it shall do so in the memory of Frederick Douglass, who, indeed, set America on a course true to the North Star, its namesake a star that has served as a navigational guide to sailors for centuries; and it shall also adjourn in honor of Frederick Douglass, IV who has ensured that the course his great-great-grandfather set remains true.
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