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A RESOLUTION relating to public schools.

WHEREAS, the Framers of Kentucky's Constitution, in the Preamble, proclaimed thankfulness for Almighty God providing liberty to the people and beseeched Him to continue blessing the citizens of the Commonwealth:



"We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful to Almighty God for the civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy, and invoking the continuance of these blessings, do ordain and establish this Constitution"; and

WHEREAS, when signing the Declaration of Independence on August 2, 1776, Samuel Adams, the "Father of the Revolution," emphasized the Biblical presuppositions of that document:



"We have this day restored the Sovereign to whom all men ought to be obedient. He reigns in heaven and from the rising to the setting of the sun, let His kingdom come"; and

WHEREAS, the Ten Commandments appear over the bench where the United States Supreme Court Justices sit, showing the source from which our laws and the governmental power of the state are derived; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress prays at the opening of every session; and

WHEREAS, the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky extend invitations to pastors of the various churches of Frankfort to attend the meetings and open the daily sessions with prayer; and

WHEREAS, "In God we trust" is stamped on our national currency; and

WHEREAS, many of the Ten Commandments have been codified in Kentucky's civil and criminal laws and similarly in the legal codes of the other forty-nine states; and

WHEREAS, America's colonial governments adopted the Ten Commandments not as an object of worship or an icon, but as the basis for their civil and criminal law, as illustrated on April 3, 1644, when the New Haven Colony Charter was adopted establishing that "the judicial laws of God, as they were delivered by Moses be a rule to all the courts in this jurisdiction"; and

WHEREAS, on August 20, 1789, Congressman Fisher Ames from Massachusetts proposed the wording of the First Amendment that was adopted by the House of Representatives in the first session of the Congress of the United States; and his writings clearly demonstrate that the Framers never intended the First Amendment to be so interpreted as to require the removal of the Bible and the Ten Commandments from public school classrooms:



"Should not the Bible regain the place it once held as a schoolbook? Its morals are pure, its examples are captivating and noble . . . In no Book is there so good English, so pure and so elegant, and by teaching all the same they will speak alike, and the Bible will justly remain the standard of language as well as of faith"; and

WHEREAS, in an article published in Palladium magazine on September 20, 1789, Congressman Ames further amplified his concern that American education should include familiarity with the Bible:



"We are spending less time in the classroom on the Bible which should be the principal text in our schools . . . The Bible states these great moral lessons better than any other manmade book "; and

WHEREAS, President John Quincy Adams, the sixth President of the United States, wrote concerning the civil function of the Mosaic law:



"The law given from Sinai was a civil and municipal as well as a moral and religious code; it contained many statutes . . . of universal application -- laws essential to the existence of men in society and most of which have been enacted by every nation which ever professed any code of laws"; and

WHEREAS, on February 29, 1892, the United States Supreme Court, in a unanimous decision that has never been overruled, cited sixty-six authorities that show the Bible's singular influence on America:



"There is no dissonance in these declarations. There is a universal language pervading them all, having one meaning; they affirm and reaffirm that this is a religious nation. These are not individual sayings, declarations of private persons; they are organic utterances; they speak the voice of the entire group. These authorities were collected to support the historical conclusion that: 'no purpose of action against religion can be imputed any legislation, state or nation, because this is a religious people. This is historically true. From the discovery of this continent to the present hour, there is a single voice making this affirmation . . . we find everywhere a clear recognition of the same truth . . . this is a Christian nation' "; and

WHEREAS, in his book, Sources of Power, President Jimmy Carter acknowledged the importance of the Mosaic law as a foundation:



"As we face changes and challenges, we need to hold on to the things that don't change, the foundations on which we can build our lives despite the uncertainty and danger of the future. God's law is the greatest of these foundations"; and

WHEREAS, in his November, 1976 interview with Robert Scheer, President Jimmy Carter stated:



"I think the laws are on the books quite often because of their relationship to the Bible. Early in the nation's development, the Judeo-Christian moral standards were accepted as a basis for civil law"; and

WHEREAS, in his February 22, 1990 proclamation designating 1990 as The International Year of Bible Reading, President George Bush declared:



"The Bible has had a critical impact upon the development of Western civilization. Western literature, art, and music are filled with images and ideas that can be traced to its pages. More important, our moral tradition has been shaped by the laws and teachings it contains. It was a biblical view of man -- one affirming the dignity and worth of the human person, made in the image of our Creator -- that inspired the principles upon which the United States is founded. President Jackson call the Bible 'the rock on which our Republic rests' because he knew that it shaped the Founding Fathers' concept of individual liberty and their vision of a free and just society. The Bible has not only influenced the development of our Nation's values and institutions, but also enriched the daily lives of millions of men and women who have looked to it for comfort, hope, and guidance. On the American frontier, the Bible was often the only book a family owned. For those pioneers living far from any church or school, it served both as a source of religious instruction and as the primary text from which children learned to read. The historic speeches of Abraham Lincoln and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., provide compelling evidence of the role Scripture played in shaping the struggle against slavery and discrimination. Today the Bible continues to give courage and direction to those who seek truth and righteousness. In recognizing its enduring value, we recall the words of the prophet Isaiah, who declared, 'The grass withered, the flower fadeth; but the word of our God shall stand forever.' Containing revelations of God's intervention in human history, the Bible offers moving testimony to His love for mankind. Treasuring the Bible as a source of knowledge and inspiration, President Abraham Lincoln called this Great Book 'the best gift God has given to man.' President Lincoln believed that the Bible not only reveals the infinite goodness of our Creator, but also reminds us of our worth as individuals and our responsibilities toward one another"; and

WHEREAS, Darrell Scott whose daughter, Rachel Scott, was a victim of the Columbine High School Shootings, testified on May 27, 1999 to the House Judiciary Committee in a special session of the United States Congress regarding school prayer:



"Spiritual influences were present within our educational systems for most of our nation's history. Many of our major colleges began as theological seminaries. This is a historical fact. What has happened to us as a nation? We have refused to honor God, and in doing so, we open the doors to hatred and violence.



And when something as terrible as Columbine's tragedy occurs, politicians immediately look for a scapegoat such as the NRA. They immediately seek to pass more restrictive laws that contribute to the erosion of our personal and private liberties. We do not need more restrictive laws. Eric and Dylan would not have been stopped by metal detectors. No amount of gun laws can stop someone who spends months planning this type of massacre.



The real villain lies within our own hearts. Political posturing and restrictive legislation are not the answers. The young people of our nation hold the key. There is a spiritual awakening taking place that will not be squelched! We do not need more religion. We do not need more gaudy television evangelists spewing out verbal religious garbage. We do not need more million dollar church buildings built while people with basic needs are being ignored. We do need a change of heart and a humble acknowledgment that this nation was founded on the principle of simple trust in God!



As my son, Craig, lay under that table in the school library and saw his two friends murdered before his very eyes, he did not hesitate to pray in school. I defy any law or politician to deny him that right! I challenge every young person in America, and around the world, to realize that on April 20, 1999, at Columbine High School, prayer was brought back to our schools. Do not let the many prayers offered by those students be in vain. Dare to move into the new millennium with a sacred regard for legislation that protects your God-given right to communicate with Him!";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the Kentucky Congressional delegation to enact legislation authorizing the Ten Commandments to be posted in public schools.

Section 2.   The Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the Kentucky Congressional delegation to enact legislation authorizing prayer in public schools.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky Congressional delegation.
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