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A RESOLUTION urging Congress to fully fund the Brent Spence Bridge replacement project.

WHEREAS, the State of Kentucky realizes an economic benefit as a result of an efficient transportation system; and

WHEREAS, Interstate 75 is one of the nation's busiest north-south interstate routes, traversing the entire width of the Commonwealth, and is an especially critical component in the NAFTA network as a direct link with our trading partners in Canada; and

WHEREAS, the Interstate 75 corridor is an economic stimulus for Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky has been ranked as the nation's eighteenth most congested urban area in the United States, with traffic congestion stifling growth and putting public safety at risk; and

WHEREAS, the Brent Spence Bridge was built 40 years ago to carry a maximum daily traffic load of 75,000 vehicles, and now carries almost twice its design standard at 140,000 vehicles per day from two interstate systems; and

WHEREAS, the Brent Spence Bridge now operates at Level of Service "F" during peak periods, and is considered functionally obsolete; and

WHEREAS, the accident rate on the Brent Spence Bridge exceeds the Kentucky Interstate accident rate by 750%, claiming many lives annually; and

WHEREAS, engineering studies conducted over the past ten years indicate the bridge has less than 15 years of useful life; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet is already conducting its own feasibility study on the Brent Spence Bridge; and

WHEREAS, legislation is pending before the United States Congress to reauthorize the Transportation Equity Act for the Twenty-first Century (TEA-21) and will be the successor legislation to TEA-21;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly urges Congress to fully fund the Brent Spence Bridge replacement project in Northern Kentucky during its current appropriating cycle in the successor legislation to TEA-21.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be sent to each member of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation at his or her office in Washington, D.C.
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