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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Lowell Thomas Christerson.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Lowell Thomas Christerson, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson was born on March 16, 1931, a native of Washington County, and longtime resident of Central City, Muhlenberg County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 7, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson was the loving son of the late K. C. and Settie Stump Christerson; he was the devoted husband of Ouida "Speedy" Wright Christerson; he was the adored father of Ken Christerson of Central City and Patti Pryor of Lake Malone; and he was the proud grandfather of Josh, Kelly, and Kenzie, and the proud great-grandfather of his great-granddaughter, Ellen Thomas; and 

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson, after being given a 70 percent chance of living a month with heart disease, was the recipient of an implanted AbioCor artificial heart on September 13, 2001, at Jewish Hospital in Louisville; he was the longest living recipient of the AbioCor artificial heart, and this device increased his life expectancy almost 17 months, well beyond longevity expectations; and his contribution to medical science will have lasting impact; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson returned home on April 16, 2002, to the delight of his family and many friends in Muhlenberg County; he was welcomed with a parade and cheering residents who were excited to have him home again; afterwards, Tom enjoyed being with his wife "Speedy" and their children, visiting with friends, visiting his beloved houseboat on Lake Barkley where he had spent countless hours fishing with friends and comparing tall tales, watching his son work in the pit of a NASCAR race, and witnessing the birth of his first great-grandchild; and Tom Christerson considered himself the luckiest man alive; and

WHEREAS, Tom Christerson's life revolved around his family and friends; he loved life, he had a wonderful sense of humor, he always left you with a smile, and he treated each person equally; and because of the abiding love he felt for his family and friends, he wanted to walk that extra mile to be with them, to laugh and talk with them just a little longer, and when his time came, he drifted away peacefully in his sleep; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Tom Christerson has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Lowell Thomas Christerson, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Lowell Thomas Christerson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Ouida Wright Christerson, 1000 Front Street, Central City, Kentucky 42330.
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