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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Tony Turner.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Tony Turner, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Tony Turner was born on January 13, 1962, a native of Harlan County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on June 30, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Tony Turner was preceded in death by a son, Cody Turner; he was the loving son of Walter and Marie Turner of Putney; he was the devoted husband of Geraldine Farley Turner, with whom he entered into the bonds of holy matrimony on February 14, 1987; he was the adored father of Courtney and Cameron Turner; he was the loving brother of Tracey Turner, and proud uncle of two nephews, Scott Turner and Spencer Turner, all of Catrons Creek; and he also leaves behind a multitude of faithful and loving friends; and

WHEREAS, Tony Turner graduated from James A. Cawood High School in 1980, and while attending high school, he began his broadcast career at WFSR in Harlan as a part time announcer; upon graduation, he concentrated on news and management and was promoted to general manager of WFSR, where he remained until 1986; in 1986, he became a general assignment reporter for WYMT-TV in Hazard where he was six o'clock anchor for 16 years and, at the time of his passing, he held the position of Station Manager and Vice President; during his career, he awakened the public conscience for many years and anchored popular television shows, such as "Issues and Answers. . . The Mountain Edition" and "Point, Counterpoint"; and his passion for politics led him to be the moderator of several political debates in Eastern Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Tony Turner was an esteemed member of the Harlan County community where he was an active and involved citizen and a member of Loyall First Baptist Church; his devotion to Eastern Kentucky is evidenced through his involvement as the first chairman of the board for the Pride Program, and as a member of the Rural Development Committee and other leadership positions for the development and enhancement of Eastern Kentucky; and Eastern Kentucky has lost a true visionary who enriched the lives of so many people and demonstrated, throughout his career, truth in journalism; and

WHEREAS, the premature passing of Tony Turner has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of bereavement and loss upon the passing of Tony Turner, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness that Tony Turner brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Tony Turner.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Geraldine Turner, P. O. Box 868, Loyall, Kentucky 40854.
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