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AN ACT relating to continuing education for doctors and dentists.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 311.601 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board may adopt reasonable rules and regulations to effectuate and implement the provisions of KRS 311.550 to 311.620, including but not limited to regulations designed to insure the continuing professional competency of present and future licensees. As an adjunct to the power conferred upon the board by this section, the board may require licensees to submit to interrogation as to the nature and extent of their postgraduate medical education and to require licensees found to be deficient in their efforts to keep abreast of new methods and technology, to obtain additional instruction and training therein.

(2)
Any continuing medical education requirement which the board may institute by regulation shall include the completion of the course described in KRS 214.610(1) at least one (1) time every ten (10) years, but the board may in its discretion require completion of the course more frequently.

(3)
As part of the continuing medical education cycle established by regulation, two (2) hours of training in new prescription drug protocols shall be incorporated into the total number of hours required. Training shall be developed and presented collaboratively by the board, the Kentucky Board of Pharmacy, and the Office of the Attorney General using state funds, or fees provided by participants, or a combination thereof. Training shall be updated as needed to accommodate new drug treatments and technologies.
Section 2.   KRS 313.080 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each person who is licensed to practice dentistry in Kentucky shall, by the thirty-first day of December of each odd-numbered year, register with the board and maintain satisfactory evidence of completion of continuing education as provided in this section. The registration shall be made on a form prescribed by the board and furnished by the board's executive director, and shall include the licensee's name, address, license number, and any other available information that the board may consider necessary. All registrations shall be in effect for the two (2) year period beginning on the first day of January of the following even-numbered year and ending on the last day of December of the following odd-numbered year.

(2)
By December 31 of each biennial licensing period as provided in subsection (1) of this section, every dentist licensed to practice in this state shall return to the board evidence satisfactory to the board that the dentist has accumulated a sufficient number of points for continuing dental education in accordance with a schedule of points which shall be adopted by the board. However, that the board, in its discretion, may make exceptions to the point requirement for continuing dental education for any hardship or other extenuating circumstances that the board deems appropriate.

(a)
As part of the continuing dental education requirements in subsection (2) of this section, the equivalent of two (2) hours of training in new prescription drug protocols shall be incorporated into the total number of points required. Training shall be developed and presented collaboratively by the board, the Kentucky Board of Pharmacy, and the Office of the Attorney General using state funds, or fees provided by participants, or a combination thereof. Training shall be updated as needed to accommodate new drug treatments and technologies.
(b)
The continuing dental education shall include completion of the course described in KRS 214.610(1) at least one (1) time every ten (10) years, but the board may in its discretion require completion of the course more frequently.

(3)
By December 31 of each biennial licensing period as provided in subsection (1) of this section, every dentist licensed to practice in this state shall return to the board the renewal notice properly signed and a license fee in the amount prescribed by the board. The dentist shall thereupon receive a license renewal certificate, if the dentist has also complied with the requirements of subsection (2) of this section. The board shall fix the license fee at an amount as is necessary to maintain a revolving fund at an approximate level of one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000). The license fee for each licensing period shall be set by the board. Notice of the amount of license renewal fee shall be given to each dentist licensed in the state by the board not later than thirty (30) days before the end of the renewal period.

(4)
Any license granted by the board shall be automatically suspended if the holder fails to submit a properly completed renewal application to the board, with payment of the renewal fee, as required in this section. For purposes of this section, any renewal application shall be deemed timely submitted if it is delivered to the board office by December 31, or duly mailed and postmarked by that date. Any license thus suspended may be restored by the board upon the payment to the board of the biennial registration fee, and in addition thereto, a reinstatement fee of fifty dollars ($50) within one (1) year after the suspension.

(5)
Each dentist licensed under this chapter shall notify the board in writing of any change in the person's name, office address, or employment within ten (10) days after the change has taken place.
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